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COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFORTABLE  SINCE  1980 


Our  cover  illustration  comes  from  an  etching  by  local  artist  Fernando  Marti  entitled  “General  Marcos  Marches  North.  ”  For  those  who  are 
unfamiliar  with  the  Mexican  Zapatista  movement,  some  historical  background  information  is  required  in  order  to  appreciate  this  picture’s 
significance. 

On  January  1,  1994,  the  day  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  went  into  effect,  a  rebel  army  of  indigenous  peasant  soldiers  seized  control 
of  several  towns  in  the  southern  Mexican  state  of  Chiapas.  This  was  the  EZLN,  the  Zapatista  National  Liberation  Army,  and  they  were  not  a  mob  of 
Marxists  who  thought  they  could  run  the  country  better  than  the  people  in  charge;  they  were  something  new.  Instead  of  trying  to  oust  the  government 
and  install  themselves  in  power  like  all  previous  revolutionaries  have  done,  the  EZLN  sought  to  liberate  a  space  within  which  people  could  choose 
their  own  leaders  and  decide  for  themselves  how  they  want  to  live.  They  declared  they  were  fighting  for  ‘‘work,  land,  shelter,  food,  health  care, 
education,  independence,  freedom,  democracy,  justice  and  peace  ...permitting  the  people  in  the  liberated  area  the  right  to  freely  and  democratically 
elect  their  own  administrative  authorities.  ”  As  Marcos  explained,  “We  do  not  want  others...  to  decide  for  us.  We  want  to  participate  directly  in  the 
decisions  which  concern  us,  to  control  those  who  govern  us,  without  regard  to  their  political  affiliation,  and  oblige  them  to  ‘rule  by  obeying.  ’  We  do 
not  struggle  to  take  power,  we  struggle  for  democracy,  liberty  and  justice.  ” 

The  Zapatista  uprising  created  a  liberated  zone  of  thousands  of  square  kilometers  where  people  who  had  been  virtual  slaves  were  able  to  take  over 
control  and  management  of  their  own  livelihood.  The  handful  of  landowners  who  held  the  fertile  land  where  food  and  cash  crops  grew  now  found  it 
prudent  to  surrender  them  to  the  rest  of  the  population.  Of  course  the  Mexican  Army,  on  orders  of  the  Mexican  government,  tried  to  quell  this 
disruption  of  the  status  quo;  but  a  decade  after  the  uprising,  the  revolutionaries  are  still  free  and  their  social  experiment  is  continuing.  The  Zapatistas 
do  not  claim  to  have  all  the  answers,  but  they  are  firm  in  their  commitment  to  see  that  people  are  allowed  to  find  their  own  solutions.  They  are  now 
considered  the  first  post-modern  revolutionaries,  and  their  approach  to  effecting  change  has  influenced  activists  around  the  world.  Which  brings  us 
back  to  the  picture  above,  on  this  anniversary  of  the  EZLN  uprising:  General  Marcos  is  marching  up  Mission  Street  because,  in  a  sense. 


W E  Are  All  Zapatistas  ! 


Read  John  Ross'  Mexican  Zapatista  Report  on  page  8, 
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_ NEW  MISSION  NEWS _ 

Letters  to  the  New  Mission  News 


Hi,  New  Mission  News: 

I  just  want  to  say  I  look  forward  to  Sotmy 
Smith's  column  every  month.  He's 
a  great  writer. 

Thanks, 

-Tony  DuShane 

Thank  you,  Tony.  New  Mission  News  is 
very  proud  to  have  Sonny  Smith  as  a 
regular  contributor. 


Dear  New  Mission  News: 

The  newly  reconfigured  police 
commission  deserves  kudos,  especially  for 
moving  its  weekly  meetings  from  the  Hall 
of  Justice  over  to  City  Hall. 

Like  many  otlier  police  accountability 
activists,  I  was  never  comfortable 

going  to  850  Bryant  Street  for  commission 
meetings  because  I  felt  the  hall  was  police 
turf  and  the  old  commission  more 
interested  in  going  along,  to  get  along, 
rather  than  providing  much-needed 
oversight  to  the  police  force. 

In  tlie  past  few  months  I've  attended 
several  commission  hearings  and  have 
been  impressed  with  the  new 

commissioners.  They  are  clearly 
knowledgeable  about  police  matters  and 
community  misgivings  over  tlie 
department's  way  of  operating. 

The  only  complaint  I  have  about  the 
current  commission  is  that  they  have  not 
been  broadcasting  their  Wednesday  night 
meetings  on  the  city  govermnent's 

cable  station,  Chaimel  26. 

Since  the  commission  meets  in  Room 
400  at  City  Hall,  which  is  hilly  equipped 
for  airing  meetings,  tliere  is  no  reason  for 
police  commissioners  not  [to]  broadcast 
tlieir  hearings  on  television.  If  police 
commission  meetings  aired  on  Channel  26 
as  tliey  were  happening  live,  and  later  in 
repeat  showings,  more  citizens  would 
understand  its  responsibilities  to  the  public 
and  [to]  officers.  Such  broadcasts,  in  .my 
opinion,  would  do  a  tremendous  job  of 
educating  tlie  public,  particularly  tliose 
who  can't  attend  commission  meetings. 

Should  readers  support  the  idea  of 
persuading  the  police  commission  to 
broadcast  its  proceedings,  tliey  can  contact 
commissioners  by  sending  letters  to  tliem 
at  the  Hall  of  Justice.  Or  simply  show  up 
at  Room  400  of  City  Hall  any  Wednesday 
at  5:30  PM,  and  speak  during  public 
coimnent  about  tlie  need  to  air  tlie 
meetings.  For  more  information  about  the 
police  commission,  visit  their  web  site  at 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/police_index.asp>- 

Sincerely, 

Michael  Petrelis 


phones  and  their  FasTrak  transponders. 
Safeway  cards  collect  demographic 
information  every  time  we  shop.  Do  we 
really  want  to  trade  privacy  in  every  place 
we  go  for  convenience?  Don't  people 
realize  how  hard  people  fought  to  get 
privacy  rights  in  the  first  place? 

Chris  Cobb 

Evidently  some  people  do.  Susan 
Hildreth,  by  the  way,  is  no  longer  the 
City  Librarian;  she  is  now  the  State 
Librarian,  while  the  SF  Public  Library 
Commission  is  looking  for  a  new  City 
Librarian  and  holding  public  hearings  to 
determine  what  qualities  the  public 
would  like  to  see  in  the  next  leader  of  the 
library  system.  (An  ability  to  function 
without  financial  support  from  the  city  is 
certain  to  come  in  handy.)  Bring  your 
input  to  the  Mission  Branch  Library  on 
August  6  between  6:30  and  7:30  if  you 
want  to  talk  to  the  Library  Commission. 

The  prolific  and  inexorable  James  keefer 
has  favored  NMN  with  a  number  of 
letters  this  issue.  One  was  so  good  we  put 
it  on  the  poetry  page,  while  the  following 
are  somewhat  more  prosaic.  Here’s  one 
on  hotels  &  housing  in  SF... 

Deal  New  Mission  News 

So  a  private  developer  has  completely 
renovated  the  Carlton  Hotel,  a 
tourist  hotel,  for  less  tlian  $37,000  per  unit, 
while  tlie  City  spent  over  a  quarter  million 
per  unit  renovating  a  single-residence-only 
hotel  at  Sixth  and  Mission  that  was  ninety 
percent  rooms  with  bathrooms  down  the 
hall  for  people  who  could  afford  tlieir  own 
rent  if  tliey  were  living  in  anoUier  part  of 
the  country  instead  of  in  one  of  the  most 
expensive  cities  in  the  world.  The  Carlton 
will  be  producing  tax  revenue,  while  tlie 
City’s  property  has  and  will  consume  great 


quantities  of  money  for  as  long  as 
the  City  owns  it. 

-james  keefer 

...and  here’s  one  about  his  letter  (and 
our  response)  in  the  last  issue  of  NMN... 

I  put  forth  a  fact-filled  argument  to 
solve  the  city's  budget  crisis  and  your 
insulting  comment  at  the  end  was  not  a 
refutation  of  the  propositions,  but  a 
personal  attack,  asking  if  I  got  my  facts 
from  Rush  Limbaugh.  No,  my  facts  are 
from  the  Chronicle.  When  they  print  a 
story,  you  must  use  some  math  and  divide 
the  gross  amount  shown  by  the  number  of 
people  benefited  to  get  the  per  cappa  (sic) 
cost,  only  then  can  you  make  a  realistic 
appraisal.  The  press  will  never  give  you 
the  true  cost  per  person. 

You  could  do  worse  than  to  listen  to 
Mister  Limbaugh.  He  carefully  documents 
all  his  assertions  which  is  the  converse  of 
the  news  sources  we  have  available  in  the 
left-leaning  bay  area. 

-james  keefer 

...  and  here  are  some  final  remarks 
(and  our  response)  on  the  death  of  the 
Great  Communicator  (R.I.P.)... 

The  funeral  was  a  terrifically  grand, 
event,  in  spite  of  the  press's 
endeavor  to  seem  "objective"  by  shedding 
crocodile  tears  over  his  departure  from  the 
world  stage.  Some  politicians  could  not 
even  wait  'til  the  internment  to  try  to  sully 
Reagan's  image. 

Now  is  the  time  the  historical  revisionists 
will  unleash  themselves  to  try  to  diminish 
the  stature  of  a  truly  great  man. 

-james  keefer 

Damn  it,  James,  you  had  me  on  the  ropes 
for  a  moment  there:  I  was  about  to 
apologize  for  my  glib  response  to  your 


letter  in  the  last  issue,  and  then  you  had 
to  start  talking  about  Reagan  and 
revisionism  and  his  stature  and  his 
’greatness,’  and  I  just  can’t  let  that  kind 
of  fantasy  bullshit  pass  unchallenged  and 
uncorrected.  De  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum 
is  a  sound  enough  principle  during 
anyone’s  funeral  service,  out  of 
consideration  for  their  family  or  friends, 
if  they  had  any;  but  that  party’s  over  for 
Reagan  now,  so  let’s  go  ahead  and  get 
real. 

I  remember  clearly  being  in 
graduate  school  at  UC  Berkeley  when 
that  asshole  Reagan  was  Governor  of 
California  (and  thus,  automatically. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University  of  California).  I  remember 
how,  under  his  tender  care,  UC  tuitions 
skyrocketed,  thousands  of  students  were 
forced  out  of  college,  drafted,  ‘made  into 
men’  and  sent  off  to  help  the  United 
States  win  the  Vietnam  War. 

I  remember  Ronald  Reagan,  and 
how,  more  than  any  other  individual,  he 
was  personally  responsible  for  making 
the  finest  free  public  university  system  in 
the  USA  (California’s)  inaccessible  to  a 
majority  of  the  citizens  for  whom,  it  was 
created.  Reagan  was  at  the  very 
(continued  on  page  5) 


General  Marcos  Marches  North  2004  Ai^ust 

NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

3288  21“  Street  Box  202  S.F.  CA  94110 

phone:  (^is) 495-2838  (NOFAXEsI) 
e-mail:  vmiller4@mindspring.com 

Founder  &  Editor-in-chief  Emeritus:  Victor  Miller 
Editor  /  Designer;  Peter  W.  Claudius 
Technician  /  Sales:  Alexandra  McCloud 

CONTRIBUTING  ARTISTS  &  JOURNALISTS: 

Sonny  Smith,  Alfonso  Texidor,  John  Ross, 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom,  Sup.  Tom  Ammlano, 
Richard  Pitt,  Resurreccion  Cruz,  Keith  Knight, 
Rolando  Carrillo,  Nellie  Wong,  James  Keefer, 
Neighborhood  Beatnik,  Tish  Parmeley 

COVER  ILLUSTRATION:  General  Marcos 
Marches  North  by  Fernando  Marti 


Dear  New  Mission  News, 

I  am  ashamed  at  how  much  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  loves  the  Patriot 
Act.  How  can  the  Susan  Hildreth,  the  City 
Librarian,  say  that  placing  microchips 
(radio  frequency  identification  chips,  or 
RFIDs)  in  every  book  will  not  erode 
privacy  rights?  \^y  not  just  let  the  FBI 
and  the  Department  of  Homeland  Security 
have  agents  on  the  payroll?  Lhe  agents  can 
go  up  and  down  tlie  aisles  or,  better  yet,  act 
like  library  patrons  and  collect  information 
on  legitimate  patrons.  After  all  -  terrorists 
are  clever  enough  to  browse  books  and  not 
check  tliem  out  if  tliey  know  every  book 
can  be  traced  to  an  individual.  Justified  as  a 
cost  saving  measure,  tliis  cowardly 
embracing  and  enabling  of  the  Patriot  Act 
makes  me  sick.  Is  the  City  going  to 
support  this?  Once  a  system  is  in  place 
then  modifying  it  is  just  another  small  step. 
People  can  already  be  traced  by  tlieir  cell 
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Why  Renee? 

by  Karl  Kramer 


I  am  asked  often  why  I,  as  a  long-time  Tom  Ammiano  supporter  and  campaign  co¬ 
director  of  tlie  San  Francisco  Living  Wage  Coalition,  am  working  hard  to  get  Renee 
Saucedo  elected  as  District  9  supervisor.  Times  change  and  conditions  change. 
Working  people  and  the  poor  are  under  an  unprecedented  assault.  The  economic  crisis 
and  the  fiscal  budget  crisis  are  forcing  people  to  fight  for  tlieir  very  survival. 

As  we  walk  the  neighborhoods  talking  to  people,  we  hear  the  anguished  stories  of 
mothers  who  are  worried  that  their  child  with  asthma  or  diabetes  will  die  in  tliis  coming 
year  because  access  to  medical  care  will  not  be  available.  We  hear  the  worries  of 
people  who  have  lost  their  jobs  or  had  their  hours  cut  so  that  their  family  will  be 
thrown  out  on  the  street  because  tliey  can't  pay  the  rent.  We  see  young  people  on  tlie 
streets  with  the  haunted  look  in  their  eyes  that  says  they  have  nowhere  else  to  go  and 
the  only  things  that  make  their  lives  feel  important  are  the  fast  deals  that  put  them 
outside  of  the  law. 

Wliether  people  have  living  wage  Jobs,  affordable  housing,  health  care  and  after¬ 
school  and  job-training  programs  for  youth  are  political  decisions.  The  political 
opposition  is  powerful.  The  political  apparatus  of  ^e  40  largest  corporations  in  San 
Francisco  is  tlie  Committee  on  Jobs,  organized  by  Don  Fisher,  tlie  Republican 
multibillionaire  and  former  chair  of  Gap  Inc.,  which  owns  the  Gap,  Old  Navy  and 
Banana  Republic  chains.  The  names  of  the  front  groups  vary  -  San  Franciscans  for 
Sensible  Government  and  San  Francisco  SOS.  They  include  the  largest  downtown 
corporations,  including  big  oil  -  ChevronTexaco,  PG&E  and  the  Hearst  Corporation. 
The  Chronicle,  owned  by  tlie  Hearst  Corporation,  serves  as  their  propaganda  arm, 
serving  up  series  like  "Fat  City"  to  convince  people  that  there  are  too  many  over-paid 
city  workers  and  tliat  the  source  of  Uie  City's  economic  crisis  is  homeless  people 
scaring  away  tourists.  Their  agenda  is  to  get  tlie  City  to  contract  out  more  services  in 
order  to  - 

D  create  sources  of  private  profit; 

1)  cut  living  wage  city  jobs  and  replace  them  witli  poverty  wage  jobs  to  depress  wages 
for  everyone;  and 

3)  cut  city  spending  and  undermine  the  political  pressure  to  make  downtown 
corporations  pay  their  fair  share  of  taxes. 

Instead  of  cutting  programs  for  the  people,  we  need  to  cut  from  the  obscene  corporate 
profits  tliat  are  derived  from  the  wealth  that  our  labor  built  in  this  City.  When  we  reach 
in  the  kitchen  drawer  to  pick  a  tool  to  do  this,  while  before  we  may  have  made  do  with 
a  paring  knife  to  trim  around  the  edges,  now  we  need  a  meat  cleaver  to  whack  at  the 
corporate  fat  cats. 

The  times  require  Renee.  Renee  is  an  organizer,  and  she  understands  that  notliing 
moves  in  City  Hall  unless  there  are  large  numbers  of  people  aware  and  demanding  it. 
In  the  past,  Tom  was  a  dependable  vote  on  tlie  Board.  We  in  tlie  Living  Wage 


Coalition  worked  closely  with  him  on  the  Living  Wage  Ordinance.  But  no  one 
disputes  that  Tom  is  not  an  organizer.  He  doesn't  like  meetings  of  more  tlian  a  few 
people.  This  has  been  problematic  in  not  involving  large  numbers  of  people  to  build  a 
movement.  During  tlie  campaign  for  a  living  wage  law,  he  introduced  tlie  ordinance 
into  a  Supervisors'  committee  without  enough  notice  to  mobilize  people  to  the  hearing. 
His  plan  was  to  have  just  a  few  "experts"  speak  to  it  and  then  introduce  amendments  to 
water  it  down  in  an  effort  to  appear  reasonable.  The  big  business  opposition  had  more 
people  at  tlie  hearing  and  the  legislation  stalled.  This  resulted  in  Mayor  Willie  Brown 
steering  the  Living  Wage  Coalition  into  negotiations  with  the  Committee  on  Jobs  to 
hammer  out  an  agreement  on  a  watered-down  version  which  he  sponsored. 

Last  year,  Tom  allowed  himself  to  be  intimidated  into  supporting  a  $185  million 
business  tax  give-away  to  the  52  largest  corporations  in  the  City  which  contributed  to 
the  structural  deficit  and  budget  crisis  tliis  year.  After  he  lost  his  run  for  mayor  four 
years  ago,  Tom  moved  to  the  center  on  the  theory  tliat  he  would  not  draw  as  much  fire 
from  the  downtown  corporations,  which  put  more  than  $5  million  into  Willie  Brown's 
campaign  against  him.  Even  after  district  elections  brought  in  a  majority  of  progressive 
supervisors  and  made  Tom  the  president  of  the  Board,  Tom  broke  off  meetings  with  the 
Living  Wage  Coalition  and  did  nothing  on  living  wage  or  economic  justice  issues.  The 
theory  didn't  hold  out.  Big  Business  ftirmeled  millions  of  dollars  in  campaign 
contributions  to  Gavin  Newsom.  Tom  lost  his  base,  which  preferred  the  "old  Tom" 
over  the  "new  Tom."  In  San  Francisco,  the  cutting  edge  issue  is  economic  justice. 
Most  San  Francisco  politicians  are  good  on  civil  rights  issues.  Same-sex  marriage  is  a 
political  no-brainer.  Mark  Leno  had  it  right  when  he  said  after  his  race  for  a 
supervisor's  seat,  "Only  in  San  Francisco  would  a  gay  man  who  supports  medical 
marijuana  and  transgender  rights  be  considered  tlie  conservative  candidate." 

We  need  the  organizing  approach  of  Renee  in  the  fight  for  economic  justice.  We 
need  someone  in  City  Hall  who  will  shake  up  the  status  quo  and  business  as  usual. 
During  the  living  wage  campaign,  I  turned  to  Renee  to  organize  Mission  residents  to 
put  pressure  on  tlie  supervisors.  She  organized  a  large  meeting  at  Centro  del  Pueblo 
with  Alicia  Becerril,  the  only  Latina  on  the  Board,  in  which  young  Latinos  demanded 
to  know  why  she  wasn't  fighting  for  a  living  wage  for  them. 

In  the  campaign  to  pass  Proposition  L,  which  set  a  city-wide  minimum  wage  of  $8.50 
per  hour,  Renee  was  instrumental  in  reshaping  the  strategy  from  an  initial  plan  for  a 
media  campaign  with  slick  mailers  and  street  signs  to  a  winning  grass-roots  strategy  of 
going  door-to-door  in  neighborhoods  of  tlie  working  poor,  talking  to  people  on  their 
door-step  and  motivating  Uiem  to  vote  on  election  day. 

For  anyone  who  knows  Renee,  the  simple  question  is  -  do  you  think  that  with  Renee 
on  the  Board  that  City  Hall  will  ever  be  the  same? 


{ 

*  •  V 

Ranked-Choice  Voting 

Coming  November  2,  2004 


On  November  2,  2004,  San  Francisco  voters  will  use  ranked-choice  voting 
for  the  first  time.  Ranked-choice  voting  allows  San  Francisco  voters  to 
elect  most  local  officials  by  selecting  a  first-choice,  second-choice  and 
third-choice  candidate  for  each  local  office.  This  November,  voters  will  use 
ranked-choice  voting  to  elect  Members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
Districts  1,  2,  3,  5,  7,  9  and  11. 


For  more  information: 

Call:  C4153  554-4375 
TDD:  C41 5)  554-4386 

Visit  Our  Website: 

www.sfgov.org/election 


The  Department  of  Elections 

City  Hall,  Room  48 
1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
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(Continued  from  page  3) 
forefront  of  those  who  took  college 
education  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people 
and  made  it  unaffordable  for  any  but  the 
very  rich.  He’s  also  the  one  most 
responsible  for  turning  California  Public 
Schools  into  the  pathetic,  decaying  mess 
they  are  today.  Either  increase  property 
taxes  or  cut  back  serxices,  that’s  the 
Republican  way:  it  never  occurred  to 
Reagan  or  any  of  his  ilk  that  if  the 
federal  government  wasn’t  spending  a 
majority  of  its  budget  on  war  and 
preparation  for  war  they  would  have 
enough  money  to  help  the  states 
maintain  or  even  improve  their  schools. 

Why  fix  public  education?  Rich  people 
send  their  kids  to  private  schools 
anyway. 

And  as  President,  boys  and  girls,  he 
didn’t  .cause  the  economic  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union;  he  was  Just  the  guy 
occupying  the  Oval  Office — mostly 
asleep — when  it  occurred. 

He  did  trade  weapons  of  war  to  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  in  exchange  for 
hostages,  and  then  lied  and  pretended  he 
didn’t 

When  the  U.S.  Congress  cut  off 
funding  for  the  Contras,  he  supported 
them  by  secretly  selling  off  armaments  ~ 

United  States  property,  paid  for  by 
American  taxes —  and  pretended 
ignorance  when  his  deals  were  exposed. 

(Presidents  who  plead  ignorance  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  themselves,  at  the  very 
least!) 

I  'remember  how,  under  his  mighty 
administrative  hand,  the  income  tax 
code  was  rewritten  to  give  a  free  ride  to 
millionaires  and  increase  the  tax  burden 
on  the  poor  and  middle  classes . 

But  why  go  on?  Ronald  Reagan  is 
dead.  At  a  time  like  this,  the  important 
thing  to  remember  is  that  Marlon 
Brando  just  died  too,  and  he  was  a  much 
better  actor. 

- - N 

Think  we  collected 
6,000  mercury  thermometers 
for  our  health? 


Certainly. 


SF  Environment  makes  it  easy  to  recycle  old  mercury-containing  fever 
thermometers.  Which  means  less  toxic  mercury  in  our  food  and  water.  It's  all  part 
of  our  effort  to  make  the  city  we  call  home  a  healthier  place  to  live.  And  that 
should  make  everyone  feel  better. 


Take  your  mercury-containing  fever  thermometers  to  one  of  the  following  sites  and  receive 
a  FREE  digital  thermometer  in  exchanges 

UCSF's  AAillberry  Union  Bookstore 
500  Parnassus  Avenue 
HOURS:  Mon-Fri  8am-5pfn  &  Sot  1 0am-5pm 

Department  of  the  Environment/ 

Eco  Center 
1 1  Grove  Street 
HOURS:  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm 

_ 


Sanitary  Fill  Company/Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Facility 
Take  the  3-Com  Park  exit  off  Southbound 
Highway  1 01  and  follow  the  signs  to  the  facility 
HOURS:  Thurs,  Fri,  Sot  8am-4pm 

SF  Environment 

.Our  hMMs  Owr  dlyb  Owr  ploMl 

(415)  355-3700  SFEnvtronm«nl.com 


CESAR  CHAVEZ 
BICYCLE  BRIDGE 
INAUGURATED 

With  a  dedication  ceremony  on  Bike  to 
Work  Day,  May  19,  tlie  newly-completed 
Cesar  Chavez  Street  Bicycle  Bridge  was 
officially  opened  to  the  public.  Eight  years 
in  tire  planning,  and  costing  an  incredible 
$8  million,  it  provides  a  safe  way  for 
bicyclists  traveling  along  Cesar  Chavez 
Street  to  avoid  the  notoriously  dangerous 
automobile  underpass  when  crossing  the 
U.S.  101  freeway. 

City  officials  and  bicyclists  were  on 
hand  to  celebrate  the  bridge's  opening, 
including  Deputy  Director  Mohammad 
Nuru  of  tire  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Bicycle  Network  Director  Mary  Brown  of 
the  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition,  and 
SF  Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell.  Also 
present  was  artist  Pepe  Ozan,  whose 
impressive  metal  sculpture  of  a  Native 
American  in  ceremonial  bird  costume 
overlooks  the  eastern  end  of  the  bike 
bridge. 


The  bridge  is  part  of  the  City’s  ongoing 
attempt  to  provide  a  safe  infrastructure  for 
bicyclists  and  to  encourage  potential 
bicyclists.  It  serves  as  an  important 
connector  to  several  proposed  bike  lanes 
in  the  area  including  Cesar  Chavez  Street, 
Potrero  Avenue,  Bayshore  Boulevard,  and 
Illinois  Street.  If  implemented,  the  City’s 
Bike  Plan  Update  could  nearly  double  the 
miles  of  bike  lanes  in  the  City.  A  major 
goal  of  this  important  bicycle  planning 
effort  is  to  increase  trips  by  bicycle  in  SF 
to  10%  by  2010. 

For  more  information  contact  tlie  San 
Francisco  Bicycle  Coalition  at  431-BIKE 
or  www.sfbike.org. 


Pedestrian  Safety 

Makes  Progress 


Kevin  Lam,  a  50  year-old  Mission 
resident,  was  trying  to  catch  a  bus  at  the 
comer  of  16*  and  Bryant  Street  on  July 
18*  when  a  white  tmek  sped  through  a  red 
light,  struck  him,  and  then  disappeared 
into  the  night.  Lam  died  on  his  way  to  the 
hospital.  Police  are  looking  for  the  driver 
of  the  truck. 

Kevin  Lam’s  death  is  just  one  of  25 
pedestrian  fatalities  that  have  occurred  in 
San  Francisco  since  tlie  begiiming  of  the 
year,  and  at  least  five  more  are  likely  by 
December  31.  For  the  last  ten  years,  an 
average  of  three  pedestrians  a  day  were 
hurt  on  San  Francisco  streets;  275  died  of 
their  injuries.  Our  city  now  averages  30 
pedestrian  fatalities  a  year,  with  children 
and  senior  citizens  the  most  frequent 
victims. 

The  tragedies  which  underlie  tliese  grim 
statistics  have  made  pedestrian  safety  an 
issue  of  major  concern  here  in  tlie  Mission 
District,  which  is  home  to  four  of  the  most 
dangerous  intersections  in  the  city: 

Mission  and  16*  Street; 

Mission  and  South  Van  Ness; 

Mission  and  30*  Street;  and 

Potrero  and  24*  Street. 


In  response  to  tliis  ongoing 
environmental  threat,  residents  living 
near  Guerrero  and  San  Jose  Avenue 
recently  marched  to  City  Hall  to  demand 
changes  tliey  hope  can  keep  tlieir  busy 
intersections  from  joining  the  list.  After 
the  Loma  Prieta  eartliquake  in  1989,  San 
Jose/Guerrero  became  a  de-facto  off-ramp 
from  Interstate  280.  The  number  of 
speeding  cars  reached  a  record  2400 
vehicles  per  hour  during  tlie  earthquake 
retrofit  around  the  Alemany  interchange, 
and  since  the  retrofit  project  was  finished 
traffic  has  never  returned  to  former  levels. 
Moreover,  between  Cesar  Chavez  and 
■Randall,  San  Jose/Guerrero  swells  from 
four  lanes  to  six,  then  constricts  back  to 
four  lanes  again,  giving  the  road  tlie 
appearance  of  a  freeway  momentarily  and 
tlien  snarling  traffic  at  either  end  of  the 
stretch. 

Supervisors  Ammiano  and  Dufty  are 
cosponsoring  legislation  to  reduce  the 
number  of  lanes,  making  way  for  a  wider 
pedestrian  median  and  a  bicycle  lane  in 
both  directions.  They  have  also  called  for 
removal  of  right  turn  privileges  at  Randall 
and  Cesar  Chavez  Streets  to  further  aid 
pedestrians. 
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Avoiding  the 
Budget  Blues 


by  Tom  Ammiano 
District  9  Supervisor 


We  are  always  trying  to  expand  the 
City's  support  for  public  health, 
education,  job-training,  and  violence  and 
gang-prevention,  but  in  a  year  when  tlie 
City  has  had  to  close  a  budget  deficit  of 
more  than  $350  million,  our  budget 
victories  must  be  measured  in  terms  of 
what  we  can  save. 

District  9  saw  a  number  of  major 
victories  in  the  form  of  programs  that  were 
eliminated  or  reduced  in  the  Mayor's 
budget  proposal  but  were  restored  through 
tlie  Supervisors'  budget  process. 

I  have  been  one  of  a  number  of 
Supervisors  who  have  successfully  rallied 
with  community  groups  to  restore  more 
than  $11  million  in  total  funding  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health.  Important 
restorations  for  District  9  included 
keeping  the  Southeast  Mission  Mental 
Health  Clinic  in  its  ciurent  location, 
restoring  clinic  programs  at  the  Castro- 
Mission  Health  Clinic,  maintaining  AIDS 
programs,  and  keeping  language 
interpreters  and  low  prescription  co¬ 
payments  for  low  income  residents  at  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital. 

As  anyone  who  has  ever  watched  it  from 
close-up  knows,  the  City's  budget 
process  is  not  always  simple.  The 
successful  Board  restoration  of  $2  million 
that  the  Mayor's  budget  slated  for  cutting 
from  the  Department  of  Children,  Youth 
and  Their  Families  for  children's  services 
and  $1  million  from  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Criminal  Justice  fgr  community- 
based  violence  prevention  programs  in 
high-risk  areas  is  only  the  first  step.  Now 
comes  the  part  where  we  must  work 
to  secure  the  appropriate  share  of  these 
funds  for  District  9-based  groups. 
Everyone  knows  that  the  need  for  violence 
prevention  and  alternative  programs  is 
great,  but  fortunately  the  local  programs, 
including  the  Community  Response 
Network  truancy  and  gang  prevention 
program,  the  Bernal  Heights 
Neighborhood  Center  youtli  programs,  the 
Mission  After  School  Transportation 
Program  and  the  Mission  Science 
Workshop  wliich  provides  bilingual  math 
and  science  training  in  local  public 
schools,  are  also  great  —  and  we  believe 
we  will  be  successful  in  securing  their 


funding 


The  Budget  Committee  also  added  $1 
million  to  the  Department  of  Human 
Services  for  additional  homeless  services. 
Again,  I  tliink  that  that  die  Mission 
Neighborhood  Resource  Center  will 
successfully  retain  funding  for  their 
culturally-competent  homeless  services 
and  that  we  will  also  preserve  funding  for 
rent  subsidies  for  inunigrants  in  public 
housing. 

District  9  parks  also  got  a  much-needed 
boost  in  the  budget  process.  Ever 
since  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department 
armounced  cuts  to  planned  improvements 
to  both  Rolph  Park  and  St.  Mary's  Park 
earlier  this  spring,  my  office  has  been 
working  to  reverse  that  decision,  and  with 
moves  made  by  the  Budget  Committee  to 
create  new  financing  for  park 
improvements,  we  now  hope  to 
successfully  lobby  the  Recreation  and 
Parks  Commission  to  restore  most  of  the 
proposed  cuts  to  improvement  of  the  two 
parks. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  two 
voter-approved  measures  I  authored  over 
the  last  year  played  roles  in  balancing  die 
budget.  We  were  able  to  udlize 
more  dian  $28  million  from  die  Rainy  Day 
Fund  voters  approved  last  November  to 
help  close  the  budget  gap  and  also  saved 
more  dian  $2  million  by  using 
civilians  to  perform  desk  jobs  in  die  Police 
Department  based  on  the  Police 
Civilianizadon  measure  voters  approved 
last  March. 

Ut  course,  there  were  many  difficult 
proposals  made  by  die  Mayor  diat  could 
not  be  reversed:  my  concern  goes  out  to 
families  of  City  workers  who  received 
layoff  notices.  Let's  hope  diat  die  economy 
returns  so  that  at  least  some  City 
employees  who  lost  their  jobs  may  return 
to  public  service. 

My  dianks  go  to  everyone  who  contacted 
my  office  about  dieir  budget  concerns  and 
to  District  9  residents  who  made  it  a 
priority  to  testify  about  dieir 
concerns  at  die  Board  of  Supervisors.  With 
your  help,  we  have  been  able  to  weather 
one  of  die  worst  budget  crises  in  years 
without  sacrificing  cridcal  City 
services. 


The  Mayor^s 

Column 


by  Gavin  Newsom 


What  we  are  doing  about  violence 

Among  the  many  issues  I  have  been 
confronted  with  since  becoming  Mayor, 
violence  has  been  as  disturbing  as  it  has 
been  real. 

In  neighborhoods  in  this  city, 
backboards  on  basketball  courts  are 
riddled  with  bullet  holes,  slides  in 
playgrounds  are  literally  ripped  up,  and 
kids  cannot  venture  outside  their  front 
door  to  hang  from  monkey  bars  in  their 
local  playgrounds.  The  violence  is  real  - 
this  past  March,  as  I  was  shoodng  hoops 
with  neighborhood  kids,  a  homicide 
occurred  a  few  blocks  away. 

As  Mayor,  1  am  deeply  and  finnly 
committed  to  doing  everytliing  within  my 
power  to  combat  this  problem. 

I  am  working  closely  with  my  Office  of 
Criminal  Jusdce  and  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  to  proacdvely  address 
violence.  We  now  have  more  police 
officers  patrolling  our  public  housing  on 
foot,  to  provide  on-site  assistance  and  to 
better  know  the  residents.  The  gang  task 
force  unit  has  been  increased  by  10 
members  to  a  total  of  26  officers. 

Improved  interagency  cooperation  has 
also  been  an  important  part  of  our  efforts 
to  reduce  the  violence.  One  such  high- 
profile  and  to  date  highly  effective 
example  of  tliis  increased  cooperation  is 
“Operation  Impact,”  a  California  Highway 
Patrol  effort  to  patrol  San  Francisco’s 


A  Mission  Favorite  for  over  35  Years 


^aC^ome  Cooing  7  (Days  a  Wee^ 

Open  untiC  11pm  Mon-Tii 


(Brea^ast  afCcfay! 

'Mention  tfiis  ad  for  free  coffee  w/ your  mead 


high  violence  districts.  Another  example 
of  successful  inter-agency  cooperation 
was  tlie  recent  arrest  of  a  double-homicide 
suspect.  Working  closely  witli  the  U.S. 
Marshal’s  Office,  the  District  Attorney, 
and  the  San  Mateo  Police  Department 
SFPD  made  tlie  successful  arrest  of  tliis 
suspect,  wanted  on  charges  of  double¬ 
homicide  since  January. 

To  protect  and  ensure  that  witnesses  will 
come  forward,  tlie  Office  of  Criminal 
Justice  has  secured  $100,000  for  witness 
relocation  and  increased  the  award  money 
by  $120,000  for  information  leading  to  the 
prosecution  and  conviction  of  suspects 
involved  in  homicides.  Additionally,  in 
my  budget,  there  is  funding  for  four  new 
forensics  and  ballistics  analysts  at  the 
Crime  Lab. 

I  have  advocated  for  the  Police 
Department  to  take  their  crime  fighting 
into  the  21“  century.  Our  officers  are  now 
trained  to  use  “Crime  Mapping”  as  a  tool 
to  track  crime  and  find  trends  and 
coordinate  their  proactive  enforcement 
efforts.  Residents  of  San  Francisco  can 
also  access  this  program  by  visiting 
www.sfgov.org/police. 

By  getting  new  police  department 
personnel,  using  tlie  latest  technology,  ana 
continuing  to  work  on  a  cooperative, 
regional  level  to  combat  crime  and 
making  arrests,  we  are  on  our  way  to 
making  San  Francisco  a  safer  place  for  all 
of  us. 


aM^RU 

CaiLERY 

Latin  American  Folk  Art 


3335  17th  street 

Between  Valencia/Mission 

Ph:(415)  596-3759 

San  Francisco  CA,  94110 

HOURS;  Monday-FtMay  12:00-9:30  PM 
Paturdsy,  Sunday  12:00  PM-9:00  PM 


Mission  District 
Writers  AtortI  ■ 

Perfect  Binding 
now  available  in 
small  quanitiesi 

IBARRA  BROTHERS  PRINTING 

t0O9  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  21st) 

I  •  •  •  Telephone:  826^6700  826-6701  •  •  • 


Self  publish  your 
poems  or  novell 

Foilfast  Cover 
Printer,  Specialty 
Cover  Stock 


AMERICAN  H/^RDWOOD  FLOORING 

ROBERT  GARI 

Installation 

License  #828301 

Repairs 

BONDED,  H.I.e. 

Refinishinc 

4779  18th  Street 

WOODSTAININC 

,San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Custom  Interiors 

(415)  643  -  6136 

RESiOR.AiiON  Projects 

robertgariipf  msn.com 
www.hardwoodflrn.com 

CALL  f  OK  A  FREE  ESTIMATE 

3286 V2  Mission  Street  (at  29™  St) 


http://webor8ftca.com/amanigailttry.httnl 


San  Francisco  94110  m>5>  641-8445 


From  Narnia  to  a  Space  Odyssey:  The 
War  of  Letters  Between  Arthur  C.  Clarke 
and  C.S.  Lewis,  edited  by  Ryder  W. 
Miller,  has  been  published.  If  the  book  is 
not  already  at  a  bookstore  near  you,  it  can 
be  ordered  from  the  publisher,  iBooks. 
Reviews  and  purchasing  information  can 
also  be  found  by  visiting  Amazon.com: 
www:amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/- 

/0743475186/103-8435375- 
34 150 15?v=glance#product-details 

Editors  can  obtain  review  copies  from 
Cully  Davidson  at  cdavidson@bDVP.com 

The  work  concerns  a  debate  between 
Arthur  C.  Clarke  and  C.S.  Lewis  about  the 
potential  powers  of  science,  and  the  steps 
we  would  take  exploring  space.  The  book 
would  be  of  interest  to  historians  of 
science  and  science  fiction,  futurists, 
enviromnentalists,  theologians  and  fans  of 
the  writing  of  Arthur  C.  Clarke  and/or 
C.S.  Lewis. 


Fine  Antiques, &C6llectibles 

' "  Over  37,000  Sq.  Feet! 

Offering  a  wide  variety  of  Fine  Antiques  lor 
every  budget.  Delivery  available  in  the  Uay 
Area,  shipping  available,  courtesy  to  the 
trade  &  ample  free  parking. 

(415)  656-3530 

Hours:  lOam-tipni  everyday 
701  Bayshorc  Blvd,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
mvwjfanliqiie.com _ sfadm^Qsfantique.coni 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  BEAT 


OF  ALL  THE  COOL  ITEMS  offered  for  sale  in  our  neighborhood  right  now,  my 
personal  vote  for  coo/e5t  goes  to  the  “Mexican  Barbies”  at  Encantada  Gallery  on 
Valencia  Street.  They’re  hand-painted  lead  castings,  like  the  toy  soldiers  of  Christmas 
past,  but  instead  of  soldier  boys  these  figures  are  the  beautiful  and  powerful  women 
who  grace  our  lives  and  rule  the  Universe;  exotic  goddesses,  lady  cops,  French  maids, 
athletes,  dancers,  actresses  and  many  more. . .  .if  you’ve  seen  her  in  your  dreams,  you’ll 
probably  find  her  personified — not  objectified —  in  tliis  collection.  But  never  mind  my 
opinion:  go  and  see  for  yourselfl  And  don’t  be  too  surprised  if  you  fall  in  love. . . 


OUR  COUNTRY’S  ECONOMIC  RECESSION  may  be  hard  to  discern  from  the 
vantage  point  of  the  Wliite  House,  or  even  from  the  top  of  the  Mission’s  tallest  building 
with  its  brand  new  U.S.  BANK  sign,  but  down  here  on  the  ground  one  can’t  help 
noticing  the  dozens  of  sidewalk  sales  tliat  spring  up  every  Saturday  morning  as 
members  ..of  the  non-ruling  underclasses  scramble  to  liquefy  assets.  A  few 
neighborhood  businesses  have  succumbed  to  the  pinch  recently  but  most  are  hanging 
tough,  while  new  ones  continue  to  appear.  For  instance,  consider  the  following. . .' 

CHANGES  IN  THE  ‘HOOD:  The  whole  northeast  comer  complex  at  San  Carlos  and 
20*  Street  burned  to  the  ground,  but  Uie  owners  of  tlie  San  Miguel  Restaurant  where 
the  fire  began  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a  new  spot  at  3263  Mission,  between  28* 
and  29  ....  California  Alternators  and  Starters  has  vacated  its  spot  next  to  the  Art  Bar 
on  22"'*  Street,  but  they’ve  just  moved  a  few  blocks  to  2360  San  Bmno  Avenue... 

Home  Remedies  on  Valencia  is  closed  for  good;  tliough . the  Mission  Bar  and  Grill 

has  ceased  operation  on  Mission  Street,  but  Uiey  say  they‘11  reopen  at  tlie  SF  Airport  in 
December.  Meanwhile,  their  snazzy  art-deco  former  facility  is  poised  to  go  back  in 
business —  under  new  but  still  local  ownership —  as  the  Santana  Bar  &  Grill!.  I 
wonder  who’ll  be  playing  opening  night...?  If  music  is  your  tiring,  by  tire  way,  you’ll 
want  to  stop  in  and  welcome  Force  of  Habit  Records  to  our  music-happy 
neighborhood.  They’re  open  now  at  Lexington  and  20*,  a  short  block  east  of  La 

Rondalla,  and  they’re  buying  music  as  well  as  selling .  That  new  building  on 

Mission  next  to  Laszlo  and  Foreign  Cinema  is  finally  finished,  and  a  semi-outdoor  cafe 

called  Medjool  has  opened  up  on  the  ground  floor . AIDS  charity  thriftstore  Out  of 

the  Closet  moved  down  Mission  from  Cesar  Chavez  Street,  taking  over  Nu2U2's 
spacious  old  digs  as  Nu2U2  gracefully  slid  two  blocks  north  and  moved  in  with  their 

parent  store.  Goodwill . ThriftTown,  Community  Thrift  and  Salvation  Army 

continue  holding  tlieir  ground . Meanwhile,  Ming’s  Garden  Restaurant  on  Mission 

between  17*  and  18*  seems  to  have' metamorphosed  into  a  FOOTLOCKER . And 

although  Jesse’s  Market  has  closed  at  20th  and  South  Van  Ness,  the  Mr.  Pickle’s 
Sandwich  Shop  that  popped  up  in  its  place  has  tire  makings  of  a  real  neighborhood 
asset.  I  kept  hearing  about  this  new  place  tlrat  makes  exceptional  sandwiches,  but  at  first 
I  was  skeptical.  The  concept  just  sounded  so...  twentieth  century  or  sometliing.  But 
when  I  noticed  how  quickly  cops,  er  policemen,  from  near  and  far  were  lining  up  to 
patronize  the  place,  I  realized  the  minors  could  actually  be  tme.  So  I  went  in  and  sprang 
for  a  $6.49  sandwich  called  “The  Bear,”  made  with  hot  roast  beef,  cheese  and  a  truly 
superlative  barbecue  sauce,  garnished  with  everything  you  could  want  and  a  couple  of 
tilings  I  never  even  tliought  of,  and,  in  short,  it  was  wortli  every  cent,  even  to  a 
cheapskate  like  myself  (That  plug,  by  the  way,  is  no  paid  advertisement.  The 
Neighborhood  Beatnik  wouldn’t  lie  about  food.,  because  he’s  also  an  Eatnik.) 


MISSION  ACTIVIST  EMERITUS  JOHN  ROSS’  whirlwind  visit  to  the  old 
neighborhood  last  month  had  admirers  half  his  age  scurrying  to  keep  up  with  him.  First 
he  took  the  stage  with  legendary  Mission  poet  QR  Hand  at  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  and 
Records  (a  BARTstop  away  in  Glen  Park)  for  a  reading/performance/event  the  like  of 
which  none  of  us  may  see  again.  Billing  themselves  as  ’’Old  Crime  Partners,"  they 
regaled  their  audience  of  gracefully  aging  hipsters  and  friends  with  nearly  two  hours  of 
songs,  poems,  rants,  reminiscences  and  readings  from  John’s  new  book.  Murdered  By 
Capitalism:  A  Memoir  of  150  Years  of  Life  and  Death  on  the  U.S.  Left  Two  days 
later,  Ross  delivered  his  ’’Report  Back  from  the  Indian  Heart  of  Latin  America"  to  an 
appreciative  throng  at  New  College  Theater,  recounting  recent  stmggles  in  Bolivia, 
Ecuador  and  Pern;  and,  still  spry  two  weeks  later,  he  capped  off  his  visit  with  anotlier 
reading  and  book-signing  at  Modern  Times  Bookstore.  Even  if  you  missed  all  that 
excitement  you  can  still  get  the  book,  and  be  sure  not  to  miss  John’s  personal  report  on 
the  Zapatistas  in  this  copy  of  New  Mission  News....! 


SPEAKING  OF  Modern  Times  and  Bird  and  Beckett  Books,  many  sources  tell  us 
Uiat  these  independent  bookstores  are  taking  an  especially  hard  economic  hit  lately, 
owing  (ironically)  to  the  recent  surge  of  popularity  and  corresponding  sudden  wider 
availability  (elsewhere)  of  books  on  radical  topics,  the  very  kind  of  books  which  for 
years  could  only  be  found  at  the  independent  stores.  If  this  strikes  you  as  unfortunate 
and  unfair,  now  is  a  good  time  to  show  your  support  to  our  local  stalwarts  by  buying  a 
book  or  two  from  Uiem.  Can  you  imagine  the  Mission  without  Modern  Times,  with  its 
many  free  literary  and  community-oriented  events  and  its  beautiful  inventory  of  up-to- 
date  alternative  reading  matter?  Would  the  world  be  a  better  place  without  Bird  and 
Beckett’s  esoteric  musical  and  poetic  events?  Of  course  not!  Come  (m  let’s  help  ‘em 


8 


New  Mission  News 


JOHN  R055 

REPORTS  FROM  MEXICO  ON  THE 

ZAPATISTAS 

IN  2004  A.D. 


SOMEWHERE  IN  THE  MOUNTAlNb 
OF  SOUTHEASTERN  CHIAPAS  (April 
lOth)  -  It  has  been  a  rainy  spring  deep  in 
the  canyons  and  river  valleys  of  the 
Lacandon  jungle  but  as  Holy  Week 
("Semana  Santa")  breaks  upon  tlie  hamlets 
and  "caracoles"  (literarily  "spirals"  or 
political-cultural  centers)  like  La 
Garrucha,  the  seat  of  the  autonomous 
municipality  of  Francisco  Gomez,  tlie  hot 
breath  of  the  tropics  returns  to  bake  the 
ground  for  the  planting  of  the  new  com. 

Although  Catholic  celebration  of 
cmcifixion  and  resurrection  fill  tiie 
clapboard  chapels  of  tJie  "cafiadas" 
(canyons)  with  song  and  incense  and  the 
call  and  response  of  tlie  Indian  catechists 
tliis  Semana  Santa,  anodier  resurrection  is 
pending.  Now  tlie  Mayan  farmers  -  the 
Men  and  Women  of  tlie  Com  according  to 
tlie  sacred  Popul  Vuh  -  are  fingering  their 
little  bags  of  seed,  testing  tlie  ground 
moisture  and  the  wind  to  see  if  it  is  time 
to  bum  tlie  "milpa"  (com  patch),  the 
traditional  "rosa  y  quema"  tliat  prepares 
tlie  soil  for  planting. 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ 
inevitably  coincides  on  the  Mexican 
calendar  with  that  of  revolutionary  martyr 
Emiliano  Zapata,  the  rebels'  namesake, 
who  was  assassinated  by  his  government 
85  years  ago  this  April  10th,  on  the 
Chinameca  hacienda  up  in  tiny  Morelos 
state.  In  the  past  generation,  the  date  has 
become  one  to  celebrate  campesino 
(farmer)  resistance  and  is  marked  all  over 
the  nation  by  marches  and  road  blockades, 
militant  rallies  and  land  occupations.  In 
the  Zapatista  zone,  where  the  immortal 
revolutionary  is  revered  as  a  demi-god, 
"Votan-Zapata,"  The  Guardian  of  the 
Heart  of  tlie  Mayan  People,  April  10th  is 
particularly  pertinent. 

The  spring  planting  in  Chiapas  is  always 
one  of  high  tension  as  campesino 
organizations  seek  to  re-occupy  land  tliey 
consider  to  be  rightfully  theirs  and  get 
their  seeds  in  the  ground  before  the  rains 
begin  in  earnest  in  early  June.  Inevitably, 
the  land  "recuperations"  trigger  retaliation 
by  police  and  the  "white  guards",  the 
private  armies  of  the  "finqueros"  (large 
landowners),  and  the  spring  breeze  is 
tinged  with  tear  gas,  the  soil  nurtured  by 
the  blood  of  slain  farmers. 

2004  marks  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
Zapatista  rebellion  which  began  January 
1st  1994  in  the  first  hour  of  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA),  that  beacon  of  corporate 
globalization  which  the  Zapatista  Army  of 
National  Liberation  (EZLl^  held  to  be  a 
death  warrant  for  the  People  of  the  Com. 
This  year  also  commemorates  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  EZLN's  founding  deep 
in  the  Montes  Azules  biosphere  of  the 
Lacandon  and  that  history  is  a  living 
presence  in  this  season  of  stmggle. 

Each  spring,  the  Zapatista  communities 
of  the  jungle  and  the  highlands  are  tested 
by  their  adversaries.  In  1994,  the  first 
spring  of  the  rebellion,  the  EZLN  was 
forced  onto  military  alert  following  tire 
assassination  of  the  candidate  of  the  mling 


party  in  Tijuana,  at  tlie  otlier  end  of  the 
country,  and  tlie  subsequent  encirclement 
of  tlieir  communities  by  tlie  Mexican 
federal  army.  In  1995,  in  the  wake  of 
Army  invasion,  soldiers  encamped  in  their 
cornfields  and  the  campesinos  were 
unable  to  plant  a  crop  -  with  no  maiz  in 
tlie  ground,  hunger  prevailed  throughout 
the  rebels'  geography.  But  tlie  next 
spring,  the  EZLN's  brainy,  charismatic 
spokesperson,  Subcomandante  Marcos, 
summoned  luminaries  like  Oliver  Stone 
and  Danielle  Mitterrand  to  the  villages  in 
order  to  provide  cover  for  the  fanners' 
efforts  to  prepare  tlieir  fields. 

1997  was  another  difficult  spring  for  the 
Zapatistas  as  state  and  army-sponsored 
paramilitary  bands  roamed  the  zone, 
terrorizing  communities  and  inhibiting  the 
sewing  of  the  com.  The  Christmas  1997 
massacre  of  46  Tzotzil  Indian  supporters 
by  the  paramilitaries  in  the  highlands 
grew  out  of  another  harvest:  coffee. 

During  tlie  spring  of  1998,  then-Cliiapas 
governor  Roberto  Albores  sent  police  and 
army  troops  to  dismantle  three  EZLN 
autonomous  municipalities.  10  Zapatistas 
were  gunned  down  at  San  Juan  de  la 
Libertad-El  Bosque.  The  next  spring, 
precisely  on  Zapata  Day  April  10th, 
Albores  sent  his  cops  into  Sakamch'en  de 
los  Pobres-San  Andres  Larrainzar,  a 
Tzotzil  power  spot  where  peace  talks 
between  the  rebels  and  the  government 
were  once  mounted,  to  evict  the  EZLN 
autonomous  council  from  city  hall. 
12,000  enraged  Indians  drove  the  state 
police  from  the  town  in  a  demonstration 
of  indigenous  resistance  of  which  the 
great  Zapata  himself  would  have  been 
proud. 

The  spring  tensions  did  not  abate  with 
the  new  millennium  in  2000.  Now  the 
Montes  Azules,  the  last  untrammeled 
swatch  of  the  Lacandon  jungle,  was  fixed 
in  the  government's  crosshairs.  Accused 
of  burning  the  forest  to  prepare  for  the 
planting,  Indian  settlements  that  have 
found  sanctuary  in  the  rain  forest  were 
threatened  with  eviction. 

April  is  the  cmelest  month  a  poet  once 
noted  and  in  April  2001,  after  EZLN 
leaders  had  caravanned  up  to  Mexico  City 
to  plead  their  case  for  an  Indian  rights  law 
for  which  they  had  long  battled,  the 
Mexican  congress  mutilated  that  landmaric 
measure,  denying  autonomy  to  Mexico's 
57  distinct  Indian  peoples.  On  April  30th, 
the  Zapatistas  broke  off  all 
communication  with  President  Vicente 


Fox  and  his  government,  a  cold  shoulder 
'that  has  endured  ever  since.  Fox,  who 
once  bragged  tliat  he  would  "fix"  Chiapas 
in  "15  minutes",  now  concedes  that  the 
outlook  for  peace  during  his  six-year  term 
is  bleak. 

In  the  spring  of  2004,  the  Montes 
Azules  biosphere,  a  near  million-acre 
.  reserve  of  exuberant  wilderness,  is  once 
again  a  flashpoint  for  tension.  The 
Mexican  government,  its  environmental 
secretariat  (SEMARNAP),  and  the 
biosphere  management  commission, 
heavily  lobbied  by  the  environmental 
powerhouse  Conservation  International,  a 
creature  of  Fortune  500  corporations  that 
once  swapped  Mexican  foreign  debt  for 
control  of  key  regions  of  the  rainforest, 
have  declared  open  season  on  42 
"irregular"  indigenous  settlements,  about  a 
third  of  them  with  significant  numbers  of 
Zapatista  bases  -  Subcomandante  Marcos 
has  vowed  that  tlie  EZLN,  which  began 
life  two  decades  ago  in  the  Montes  Azules 
defending  communities  from  tlireatened 
evictions,  will  not  tolerate  the 
euphemistically  dubbed  "relocations" 
wiUiout  a  fight. 

The  Biosphere's  2004  action  plan  calls 
for  vigilance  in  preventing  any  new 
invasions  of  the  Montes  Azules  and 
intense  efforts  to  remove  settlements 
deemed  "irregular"  -  although  such 
communities  have  often  been  deeded  their 
land  by  the  agrarian  reform  authorities. 
The  2004  action  plan  also  alerts 
immigration  agents  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  "extranjeros"  (foreigners)  who  might 
be  counseling  the  "irregular"  Indians. 

In  December  2002,  the  Fox  government 
deployed  the  Mexican  Navy  to  "relocate" 
a  handful  of  Choi  Indians  from  a  flyspeck 
community  named  for  dead  guerrilla  hero 
Lucio  Cabanas  along  the  Lancantun  River 
on  the  southern  fringe  of  the  biosphere 
near  Chajul,  to  the  city  of  Comitan  in  the 
highlands  where  they  now  reportedly  beg 
on  the  streets  to  survive.  This  January 
23rd,  Fox  again  sent  in  the  Navy  to  seal 
off  Nuevo  San  Rafael  in  the  same  region 
from  observers'  prying  eyes.  During  the 
eviction,  23  homes  were  burnt  to  the 
ground  -  the  Fox  govenunent  claims  that 
tire  removal  was  "voluntary."  Next  on  the 
government  hit  list  would  appear  to  be  ■ 
San  Isidro,  also  near  Chajul,  which  crack 
La  Jornada  reporter  Hermann 
Bellinghausen,  who  has  traveled  the 
region  for  years,  points  out  is  a  majority 
Zapatista  community. 


The  Chajul  region  is  a  strategic  one  for 
the  Fox  government's  plan  to  kick 
"irregular"  Indians  out  of  the  rainforest 
(the  Lacandon  Mayas  who  claim 
exclusive  ownership  of  the  whole  jungle 
whose  name  they  have  taken,  are  exempt) 
to  make  way  for  big-time  corporate  eco- 
tourism.  A  $90  USD  a  night  eco-tourist 
hotel  is  up  and  running  at  Boca  de  Chajul 
and  another  on  the  drawing  board  for  the 
Tzentales  river  "station"  established  by 
the  Ford  Motor  Company  to  demonstrate 
its  commitment  to  "environmental 
excellence." 

At  the  end  of  March,  a  50-jeep 
cavalcade  of  international  eco-tourists  was 
spotted  wending  through  Indian  villages 
in  and  around  the  Montes  Azules  -  tlie 
excursion  was  similar  to  a  previous  outing 
in  the  region  in  late  2002  sponsored  by 
Isuzu,  the  Japanese  car-maker,  and  led  by 
an  Israeli  general. 

Tensions  in  the  zone  have  been  further 
ratcheted  up  this  spring  by  tlie  appearance 
of  a  large,  white,  unmarked 
reconnaissance  plane  with  a  mysterious 
black  box  "in  its  belly"  according  to 
Zapatista  bases  interviewed  by 
Bellinghausen  in  Tierra  y  Libertad,  an 
"autonomia"  that  straddles  the 
Guatemalan  border.  The  Jornada 
correspondent  conjectures  the  overflights 
are  related  to  the  United  States  Southern 
Command's  "Operation  New  Horizons" 
which  teams  up  U.S.  Special  Forces  and 
units  of  the  Guatemalan  military  for 
"social  labor"  projects  in  the  border 
region. 

The  spring  tensions  have  been 
reinforced  by  an  on-going  anti-Zapatista 
press  campaign  both  in  and  out  of  Chiapas 
tliat  seeks  to  paint  the  rebels' 
"autonomies"  and  "caracoles"  as  lawless 
enclaves.  A  25  page  report  leaked  to  the 
press  in  January  and  issued  on  Chiapas 
state  government  letterhead  apparently 
under  the  auspices  of  Governor  Pablo 
Salazar  (the  governor  denies  the 
attribution)  portrays  the  Zapatista 
influence  zone  as  a  high-crime  area, 
listing  some  6000  reported  crimes, 
including  483  homicides  between  Januaiy 
and  September  2003  (tlie  caracoles  were 
established  in  August.) 

Although  the  report,  "Caracoles  and 
Juntas"  (tlie  Zapatistas'  “Juntas  de  Buen 
Gobiemo”  or  JBGs  -  i.e.  "Good 
Government  Commissions")  purports  to 
prove  rebel  malfeasance,  what  it  actually 
demonstrates  is  an  out-of-control  urban 
crime  rate  in  such  provincial  cities  as  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Palenque,  and 
Comitan  which  are  included  in  the 
EZLN's  influence  zone  but  not  controlled 
by  the  Indians  -  Zapatista  autonomies  are 
always  in  the  rural  sections  of  these 
municipalities.  Nonetheless,  Governor 
Salazar  used  tlie  report  to  justify  the 
creation  of  an  elite  new  police  unit,  which 
will  patrol  the  region. 

On  March  22nd,  the  second  day  of 
spring  and  just  to  further  overheat  this 
dangerous  season,  the  national  daily 
(Continued  on  oaee  15) 
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Keith  Knight  Group  Wins  Music  Award! 

NMN  congratulates  cartoonist  Keith  Knight  and  his  band,  The  Marginal  Prophets, 
winners  of  tliis  year’s  California  Music  Award  for  Outstanding  Rap  Album.  If  you 
haven't  picked  up  your  copy  of  their  CD,  Bohemian  Rap,  yet,  WHAT  ARE  YOU 
WAITING  FOR??'??  It's  award-winning  music!  You  can  visit  CDBabv.com  or 
KChronicles.com  to  purchase  a  copy  on-line,  or  walk  into  your  local  Amoeba  Records 
in  SF  or  Berkeley  and  buy  it  from  a  real-live  human  being  (just  like  your  grandpa  used 
to  do  it  back  in  tlie  80s). 


The  'Mad  Russian' 


If  you’ve  walked  down  Mission  Street  in 
the  last  decade,  you’ll  probably  recognize 
the  homeless  man  in  the  photo  above.  Not 
that  he  looks  particularly  homeless — he 
may  be  out  on  the  street  a  lot,  but  you’ll 
never  see  him  asking  for  spare  change  or 
sleeping  on  the  sidewalk.  Perhaps  you’ve 
wondered,  “Who  is  this  guy,  anyway?  A 
bum?  A  drug  dealer?  And  what  brings  him 
to  my  neighborhood?” 

Well,  he’s  Robert  Hazeiton,  though  he 
usually  introduces  himself  by  his 
nickname,  “The  Mad  Russian;”  he’s  an  ex- 
US  Marine  fighter  pilot,  the  father  of  two 
children,  a  decorated  Viet  Nam  War 
veteran;  and  this  is  his  neighborhood——  at 
least  it  has  been  for  the  last  sixty  years, 
since  the  day  when  he  was  bom  at  home 
on  South  Van  Ness  Avenue  in  1944.  (How 
long  has  it  been  your  neighborhood?) 

Although  popular  mythology  paints  a 
picture  of  people  coming  from  everyplace 
else  in  tlie  world  to  practice  their 
homelessness  in  San  Francisco,  Robert  is  a 
living  reminder  tliat  the  mytlr  is  often 
inaccurate:  plenty  of  our  homelessness  is 
homegrown,  and  many  of  our  homeless 
are  here  because  this  is  where  they  lost 
their  homes.  Such  is  the  case  with  Robert. 

Being  native  to  the  neighborhood  gives 
his  homelessness  a  certain  home-field 
advantage:  “I  know  every  place  there  is  to 
sleep  or  camp  around  here,  and  that 
includes  places  no  one  else  will  ever  find,” 
he  chuckles.  But  the  neighborhood  he 
remembers  from  his  youth  was  different 
from  today’s  Mission: 

“I  remember  when  the  Mission  was  all 
white... Irish,  Italian,  Russian,  Jewish. 
When  I  was  a  kid,  if  someone  put  a  gun  to 
your  head  and  said,  ”I  want  a  taco  or  a 
burrito,”  from  Duboce  to  the  Excelsior,  to 
Noe  to  Potrero,  you  couldn’t  find  a  taco  or 
a  biurito  in  that  whole  area.  The  closest 
thing  to  Mexican  food  moved  in  in  1957 
or  1958:  it  was  called  Tomas’s  Tamales 
and  it  was  next  to  Bmno’s,  and  that  was 
like  a  push-up  thing,  com  meal  with  a 
sauce-meat  center.  That  was  tlie  closest 
thing  to  Mexican  food  in  the  whole  area. 
Latinos^ didn’t  live  here  yet..  They  lived 
off  of  Sijfth  Street,  and  up  where  tlie  Yerba 
Buena  Center  is  now:  that’s  where  all  the 
Latin  people  were.  When  they  knocked 
down  tliat  area  they  displaced  all  the 
people  that  were  there.  Most  of  the  people 
were  old,  or  Spanish  just  coming  in.  That 
was  the  lowest  income  area.  Remember  all 
tlie  tenement  buildings  that  were  there? 
All  the  Spanish  people,  they  used  to  come 
into  tlie  Mission  and  baby-sit  the  kids  and 
do  the  laundry  and  shit  like  that,  but  then 
they’d  leave  and  go  back  tliere.  They  had  a 
social  club  up  on  Dolores  Street,  but  tliey 
didn’t  live  here,  they  lived  over  there. 
When  they  knocked  out  that  place,  the 


older  people  and  the  poor-poor  people 
moved  into  the  TL  and  the  other  ones 
moved  into  this  neighborhood.  That 
happened  in  the  mid-sixties.  1962  is  when 
the  first  Mexican  restaurant  opened  up 
here  in  the  Mission,  on  Twenty-fourth 
Street  around  Alabama... La  Victoria, 
that’s  the  oldest  in  the  whole 
neighborhood.  ...And  when  I  was  a  kid,  if 
somebody  wrote  on  somebody  else’s 
building,  every  neighbor  would  have 
grabbed  that  kid  and  beat  the  crap  out  of 
him,  and  then  took  him  home  and  his 
parents  woulda  beat  the  crap  out  of 
him . ” 

While  he’s  right  at  home  in  the  ethnic 
mix  of  today’s  Mission,  Robert  is  a  also  a 
veritable  fountain  of  memories  about  life 
in  the  old  neighborhood.  (My  personal 
favorite,  though,  could  have  happened 
'almost  anywhere.)  It  seems  that  when 
Robert’s  father  was  young  boy,  the  lad  got 
in  some  kind  of  trouble  and  was  sent  home 
from  school.  Knowing  there  would  be  hell 
to  pay  when  his  dad  got  home,  and 
wishing  :o  keep  a  low  profile,  he  decided 
to  hide  out  under  his  parents’  bed.  He  was 
under  there  a  long  time,  and  when  he 
noticed  that  his  father  had  a  bottle  of 
whiskey  stashed  up  under  the  mattress,  he  ’ 
decided  to  have  a  few  drinks.  More  time 
passed,  and  soon  he  needed  to  go  to  the 
bathroom,  but  he  was  still  afraid  to  come 
out  from  under  the  bed,  so  he  just 

. refilled  the  liquor  bottle  and  then 

replaced  it  under  the  mattress.  And,  sure 
enough,  when  his  old  man  ‘found  out’ 
what  he’d  done,  he  did  get  in  trouble! 

Robert’s  carefree  days  on  the  street  took 
a  turn  for  tlie  worse  two  montlis  ago  when 
he  suffered  a  heart  attack  at  24th  and 
Mission.  The  VA  hospital  scheduled  him 
for  bypass  surgery,  but  before  that  could 
happen  he  took  a  nasty  fall  and  broke  four 
bones  in  his  right  foot.  He  tells  of 
crawling,  covered  with  blood,  from  tlie 
site  of  his  accident  at  21“  and  Bartlett  up 
to  Mike’s  Liquors  on  Mission,  a  block 
away,  where  he  sent  for  an  ambulance. 
“That  was  my  wake-up  call!  I  realized  I 
was  gettin’  too  old  for  this  homeless 
stuff!”  he  says. 

The  accident  has  turned  out  to  be  a 
blessing  in  disguise.  His  veteran  status, 
along  with  his  new  physical  disability, 
qualified  him  for  federal  rehabilitation  and 
retraining  program  just  at  a  point  in  his  life 
when  he  can  really  use  it.  Once  he’s  out  of 
tlie  wheelchair  and  back  on  his  feet,  he’ll 
be  taking  off  for  Oregon  to  begin  the 
program  and  we  won’t  see  him  around  for 
a  while . . .  .but  only  a  little  while.  If  there’s 
one  tiling  in  tliis  world  you  can  count  on,  it 
is  that  Robert  Hazeiton  will  be  come  back 
to  the  native  neighborhood  he  knows  so 
well,  the  strange  and  sunny  Mission 
District  of  San  Francisco!  PWC 
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CMOiM  [VEHTS 

July  27-August  9;  “LOOKING 
GLASS,”  an  exhibition  at  Melting  Point 
Grilleiy,  1340  Bryant  Street,  M-F  10  am-4 
pm,  free.  Info  510  437  1249.  Opening 
Reception  July  31,  7-10  pm. 


GALIARDO’S 


MEXICAN 

1807  Folsom 
at  14th 


RESTAURANT 

Open  7am  -8pm 
436-9387 
Cocina  Mexicana  en  S.F." 


CITY  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FAIL  SEMESTER  BEGINS  AUGUST  18TH 


Space  is  still  available  in  many  Fall  Semester  2004  credit 
and  noncredit  classes  starting  Wednesday,  August  18th  at 
City  College  of  San  Francisco's  Mission  Campus.  Listed 
below  is  just  a  sampling  of  day  and  evening 
classes  offered  at  106  Bartlett  Street. 

Noncredit  courses  are  FREE.  To  enroll 
attand  the  first  class  meeting! 


SAMPLING  OF  FALL  2004  CREDIT  COURSES 


For  more  information  call  415.550.4384  or  visit  www.ccsf.edu 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

.•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  ^Seafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1  6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


j  CRN# 

Course  Title 

Days/Times 

1  76206 

Announcing  &  Performance 

W  6:30-9:30  PM 

1  74472 

Comp  Skills  for  Multimedia 

MW  1-4  PM 

1  73979 

Comp  Skills  for  Multimedia 

MW  6-9  PM 

1  73887 

Digital  Printing 

TTh  9-12  PM 

1  76517 

Ethnic  Minorities  in  the  US 

F  6 -10  PM  &  Sat  9-2  PM 

■  74736 

Graph  Arts  Computer  Intro 

TTh  1-3  PM 

[  72963 

Offset  Press  Operations 

TTh  9:00  AM-1 :00  PM 

j  76468 

Storytelling/Storyboarding 

F  12:30-5:30  PM 

1  72844 

Survey  Print  Production 

MW  1:30  PM-4:30  PM 

1  SAMPLING  OF  FALL  2004  NONCREDIT  COURSES 

1 

1  CRN# 

Course  Title 

Days/Times 

1  82859 

Job  Preparation 

m  12:30-3  PM 

■  80915 

■ 

Keyboarding 

M-F  8:30-10:30  AM 

[  81056 

Offset  Press  Opns 

TTh  8:30-1:30  PM 

J  82365 

Photoshop/In  Design/Flash... 

M-F  10:30-  12:30  PM 

j  80798 

Spreadsheets 

M-F  10:30-12:30  PM 

j  81409 

Word  Processing 

M-F  8:30-10:30  AM 

September  4-January  2:  COURTLY 
ART  OF  THE  ANCIENT  MAYA 
reveals  magnificence  and  mysteries  of  the 
Ancient  Maya  Court,  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum.  Tickets  available  online  at 
WWW,  museumtix.  com  or  by  calling  1  866 
775  3485 


MflYCALfNM^ 


WEDNESDAY  28  JULY 

Miercoles  Literario  Latin  Roots/  Raices 
Latinas;  calling  all  poets  and  writers  with 
Latin  roots  to  share  their  poetry  & 
eventually  create  a  publication.  Meet  in 
the  Theater  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  for 
Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission  Street,  7  pm, 
$2.  poetrv@MissionCulturalCenter.org 

TUESDAY  3  AUGUST 

FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  DAY 
(9:30  am-  5  pml  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum,  100  34*  Avenue.  750  3614. 


August  5-14;  “MUNDO  ESTRANO,”  a 
mixed  media  exhibit  of  work  by  50  young 
people  on  display  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 
1  lam-5  pm  at  Soutliem  Exposure  Gallery, 
401  Alabama  Street  at  17*.  863  2141 

August  3,  10,  17,  24,  31:  Free  admission 
all  day  (9:30  am-  5  pm)  at  Legion  of 
Honor  Museum,  100  34*  Avenue,  750 
3614. 

Wednesdays  thru  Sundays  throughout 
August:  Free  Self-Guided  Walking 
Tour  for  Families  at  Chrissy  Field,  9  am- 
5  pm.  Call  561  7752  for  more  info. 

Thru  August  27:  “THROUGH  THE 
LENS”  Photography  Exhibition  in  2"‘* 
floor  galleiy  Tuesday-Saturday,  10  am- 
5  pm  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  for 
Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission  Street. 

Thru  August  28:  “GESTURE,”  an 
exhibition  of  work  by  more  than  15  artists 
with  developmental  disabilities  Monday- 
Friday  10  am-3  pm,  Saturday  1-6  pm  at 
Creativity  Explored,  3245  19*  Street.  863 
2108 

August  5-25:  “THE  PRESENCE  OF 
SHADOWS”  Two  international  artists 
explore  the  nature  of  time,  light  and 
shadow  Tuesday-Saturday  from  noon  ‘til 
4  pm  at  SomArts  Cultural  Center,  934 
Brannan  Street.  552  2131 

August  10  thru  15:  CIRCUS 
CHIMERA  at  Marina  Middle  School 
(Fillmore  St.  between  Bay  &  Chestnut). 
Call  1  888  663  7464  for  tickets  and  show 
times. 

August  10-20:  STATE  OF  THE 
NATION  exhibition  features  work  by  50 
local  &  national  artists  Tuesday-Saturday, 
12-5  pm  at  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  free.  626  2787 

August  12-September  5:  Marga 
Gomez’s  INTIMATE  DETAILS  at 
Theater  Rliinoceros,  2926  16*  Street,  $15- 
$28.  Call  861  5079  for  reservations  and 
show  times,  www.therhino.org 

August  12-28  Thursdays  thru 
Mondays:  “LUSTY  BOOTY,”  an 
original  off-beat  stage  comedy/parody  of 
pirate  romance  novels  at  New  Langton 
Arts,  1246  Folsom  St.  between  8*  and  9*, 

8  pm,  $15-$20.  289  6766  or 

www.thunderbirdtheater.com 


WEDNESDAY  4  AUGUST 

IMMIGRANT  ACCESS  TO  DRIVER 
LICENSES  through  SB1160  will  be  the 
topic  of  a  forum  held  at  noon  today  at 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street. 

THURSDAY  5  AUGUST 

MCCLA  Cine  Club  presents  “Senorita 
Extraviada/Missing  Young  Woman,”  a 
film  about  the  over  370  kidnapped,  raped 
&  murdered  young  women  of  Juarez, 
Mexico,  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  for 
Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission  Street,  7  pm, 
$2-$4 

Opening  Reception  for  “The  2"‘‘ 
ANNUAL  CAFE  SHOW”  features  art, 
music,  comedy,  performance  and  a  silent 
auction  to  benefit  SomArts  Cultural 
Center,  5:30-7:30  pm  at  934  Braiman  (at 
Ninth).  673  3080  or  552  2131 


SATURDAY  7  AUGUST 

“A  Day  at  Chutchui:  A  History  Open 
House”  celebrates  San  Francisco’s 
Ohlone  people  at  Old  Mission  Dolores 
(3321  16th  Street)  with  a  day  of  lectmes, 
demonstrations,  native  American  crafts 
and  indigenous  fun.  For  tickets,  contact 
the  Mission  Dolores  Curator’s  Office  at 
621  8203.  Adults  $5,  Children  &  Students 
$4,  Seniors  $3. 

SomArts  Performances:  Music,  Art  and 
Spoken  Word,  featuring  Mission  of  Ed 
Band,  Bryan  Harrison  Band,  Evan 
Raymond,  Performance  Poetry  by 
Charselle  and  Paradise,  improv  music  by 
dud,  Spanish/Brazilian  guitar  by  Tom 
Romero,  and  more!  12  noon-4  pm  at 
SomArts  Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan 
(atNinth).  673  3080  or  552  2131 


TUESDAY  10  AUGUST 

“Identity  Theft:  Protecting  Yourself  in 
the  Information  Age”  Special 
presentation  by  identity  theft  expert  Mari 
Frank  provides  ways  to  protect  yourself, 
at  9:30  pm  on  KQED  Channel  9. 

FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  DAY 
(9:30  am-  5  pml  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum,  100  34*  Avenue.  750  3614. 


WEDNESDAY  11  AUGUST 

RALLY  IN  SUPPORT  OF  PATIENTS 
RIGHTS  TO  MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA 

1pm  to  2pm  at  the  SF  Hall  of  Justice; 
Municipal  Court,  Dept  10;  850  Bryant  St! 
Bag  Lunches  &  fi-ee  brownies  provided. 
For  info:  anon-37976551@craigslist  org 


THURSDAY  12  AUGUST 

SF/IABC  Independent  Communicators’ 
Roundtable:  HOW  TO  BECOME  A 
BETTER  WRITER  S.J  Sebellin-Ross’ 
five-step  writing  process  will  help  you 
write  better  and  have  more  fun  doing  it. 
Registration:  8:30am,  Workshop:  9  - 
10am. 

The  Commonwealth  Club,  595  Market 
Sfteet,  2nd  floor  (Montgomery  St  BART) 
TLx  online:  tvww.acteva.com/booking  rfm 
?bevaid=71016  or  mail  check  (by  Aug  1 1) 
to  Carolyn  McMaster,  1618  Guerrero  St., 
S.F.  CA  94110.  Fee  in  advance:  SF/IABC 
members  $  10/non-members  $20.  Fee  at 
tlie  door:  $15  members/$25  non-members, 
at:  www.sebellin-ross  com 
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check  our  schedule  &  order  books  at 
bird-beckett.com 

(415)  586-3733  or  birdbeckett@sbcgiobal.net 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books  A 


&  Records 


(41 S)  S86-J733 


2788  Diamond  Street 


at  Chenerv  Street 


in  Glen  Park 


New  -  Used  -  Collectible 


Open  9  am  Every  Day 


Olftttl 
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PERSONS 
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■  POLICE.  '  ^ 


suspicious  (adj.)  1.  arousing  or  likely 
to  arouse  suspicion  in  others  2.  show¬ 
ing  or  expressing  suspicion 


SOMARTS  Performances:  Music,  Art 
and  Spoken  Word,  featuring  Mission  of 
Ed  Band,  Bryan  Harrison  Band,  Evan 
Raymond,  Performance  Poetry  by 
Charselle  and  Paradise,  improv  music  by 
dud,  Spanish/Brazilian  guitar  by  Tom 
Romero,  and  more!  12  noon-4’  pm  at 
SomArts  Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan 
(at  Ninth).  673  3080  or  552  2131 


SUNDAY  15  AUGUST 

Free  Concert!  BLUES  LEGEND  JOHN 
HAMMOND  and  Robert  Bradley’s 
BLACKWATER  SURPRISE  at  Stem 
Grove,  19'*'  &  Sloat,  2  pm,  252  6253. 


TUESDAY  24  AUGUST 

FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  DAY 
(9:30  am-  5  pm)  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum,  100  34'*'  Avenue.  750  3614. 


WEDNESDAY  25  AUGUST 

Miercoles  Literario  Latin  Roots/  Raices 
Latinas:  calling  all  poets  and  writers  with 
Latin  roots  to  share  their  poetry  & 
eventually  create  a  publication.  Meet  in 
the  Theater  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  for 
Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission  Street,  7  pm, 
$2.  Doetrv@.MissionCulturalCenter.org 


MONDAY  16  AUGUST 

FREE  LITERARY  NETWORKING 
PARTY  -  join  Left  Coast  Writers  at  the 
Ferry  Plaza  Wine  Merchant,  5:30-7:30pm. 
One  Ferry  Building,  Shop  #  23.  Writers, 
editors,  agents,  publishers,  book  lovers — 
the  literaiy  minded — are  all  welcome  at 
this  spirited  gathering  at  the  Ferry  Plaza 
Wine  Merchant  Bar.  For  more  info, 
contact:  leftcoastwriters@aol.com  or 

Cliristy  Mohan  at  info@.fbwm.com  or 
(415)  391-9400. 


THURSDAY  26  AUGUST 

Original  films  of  early  San  Francisco 
from  1920s  -1940;  opening  of  GG 
Bridge,  Expo  of  '39,  etc.  from  private 
collections  at  SF  History  Association, 
Mission  Dolores  School  Auditorium,  16'*' 
&  Church  Streets,  8  pm,  $5.  750  9986 

Today’s  OPEN  SCREENING  is  open  to 
all  video  artists,  at  Mission  Cultural 
Center  for  Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission 
Street.  821  1155 


Featured  poets  plus  open  mic 

First  &  Third  Monday  of  Each  Month  -  7:30  to  9  pm 


Book  Club  -  First  Wednesdays  at  7  pm 
Bardic  Roundtable  -  First  Tuesdays  at  7:30  pm 
Eminent  Authors  Birthday  Reading  -  Second  Tuesdays  at  7:30  pm 


Many  Sunday  afternoon  special  music  and  literary  programs 


FRIDAY  13  AUGUST 

HOMELESS  ART  SALE  features  work 
by  local  community  artists  from  Dolores 
Street  Community  Service  and  Hospitality 
House  and  James  Orlando’s  Artmobile, 
3-7  pm  today  at  DogEared  Books,  900 
Valencia  Street 


SATURDAY  14  AUGUST 

HOMELESS  ART  SALE  features  work 
by  local  community  artists  from  Dolores 
Street  Community  Service  and  Hospitality 
House  and  James  Orlando’s  Artmobile,  3- 
7  pm  again,  but  today  it’s  at  Adobe  Books 
on  16'*'  between  Guerrero  &  Valencia. 
Please  come  and  support  Homeless 
Awareness. 


FRIDAY  20  AUGUST 

ART  AUCTION  featuring  work  by  50 
local  &  national  artists  in  a  ftmdraiser  for 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St, 
7-9  pm,  $5-$15  (sliding  scale)  626  2787 

THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  CAFE 
SHOW  Closing  Reception  to  benefit 
SomArts  Cultural  Center,  5:30-7:30  pm  at 
934  Brannan  at  9'*'.  673-3080  or  552-2131 


SATURDAY  21  AUGUST 

HYENA  COMEDY  ALL-STARS  will 
keep  you  laughing  tonight,  starting  at  8:30 
pm  at  the  Hyena  Theater,  2390  Mission 
(at  20'*',  third  floor),  $7.  Info  & 
reservations:  821  3601. 


TUESDAY  31  AUGUST 

FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  DAY 
(9:30  am-  5  pm)  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum,  100  34  Avenue.  750  3614. 

MEET  THE  HEAT  at  the  COP  SHOP 
at  6  pm  when  Mission’s  finest  hold  their 
montlily  community  meeting,  with  guest 
speakers,  crime  statistics,  light 
refreshments  and  more!  Mission  Police 
Station,  17'*'  and  Valencia  Street. 


Offering  Live  Jazz,  Poetry  Readings  &  More... 


The  Chuck  Peterson  Quintet+ 

Every  Friday  -  5:30  to  8  pm 


The  Henry  Irvin  Trio 

with  vocalist  Dorothy  Lefkovits 

First  Sunday  of  Each  Month  -  6  to  8  pm 


TUESDAY  17  AUGUST 


SATURDAY  28  AUGUST 


FREE  ADMISSION  ALL  DAY 
(9:30  am-  5  pm)  at  Legion  of  Honor 
Museum,  100  34'*'  Avenue.  750  3614. 


WEDNESDAY  18  AUGUST 

Latino  Film  Festival:  “LOCO  FEVER” 
at  7  pm  in  the  Theater  at  Mission  Cultural 
Center  for  Latino  Arts,  2868  Mission 
Street,  $5-$7. 


THURSDAY  19  AUGUST 

DIGITAL  PHOTOGRAPHY  SALON 
Free  Monthly  Event.  Learn.  Share. 
Troubleshoot.  An  informal  gathering  of 
digital  photographers.  Bring  your  images. 
Host:  Brad  Polt-Jones,  MFA,  Adobe 
Certified  Photoshop  Expert.  7  to  9  pm. 
53 1  Howard  Street  at  First  Street.  No  fee. 
Call  Brad  at  Future  Light  Dgital 
Workshop  (415)  541-5320  for  info. 

FLYNN  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISER  -  music,  food  and  drinks 
at  Doc’s  Clock  (2575  Mission  St)  8pm 
Please  bring  any  used  cell  phones  and 
print  cartridges.  Suggested  donation  $10 
info@.elowworms.org 


TRANNIES  ON  FILM!  Transgender, 
intersex  and  queer  filmmakers  fighting 
oppression  tlirough  humor,  eroticism  and 
critical  consciousness.  2:00  -  A  short  film 
by  Shawna  Virago;  2:05  -  Bom  Queer: 
Dear  Doctors  by  Eli  se  Mbessakwini; 
2:15  -  A  film  on  Trans  Representation  in 
Sitcoms;  3:30  -  Toilet  Training  by  Tara 
Mafik  &  Sylvia  Rivera  Law  Project;  4:15 
-  Iron  Ladies  by  Y.  Thongkonthoon. 
New  College  of  California  Cultural 
Center,  766  Valencia  Street  at  19'*’. 
$5  (No  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  fimds) 


SUNDAY  29  AUGUST 

TRANNIES  ON  FILM!  Transgender, 
intersex  and  queer  filmmakers  fighting 
oppression  through  humor,  eroticism  and 
critical  consciousness.  1:30  -  Self 
Portrait  #1:  Reverence,  How  Long  Has 
It  Been  and  True  Spirit  by  Tobaron 
Waxman;  2:15  -  No  Dumb  Questions  by 
Melissa  Regan;  3:00  -  Shinjuku  Boys  by 
Kim  Longinotto  and  Jano  Williams 
New  College  of  California  Cultural 
Center,  766  Valencia  Street  at  19'*'. 
$5  (No  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds) 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Oldy  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. Ill.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Satiirdav 

W.ijor  (  rcilit  .ALceffteJ 


New  Mission  News 


Zanatistas 


Join  the  artists,  volunteers,  staff  and  supporters  of  Intersection  a 
we  celebrate  our  history  -  39  years  of  programming  -  and  help  u 
prepare  for  our  40"*  Anniversary  in  2005  by  bringing  any  stories 
memories,  artifacts,  and  objects  of  Intersection  over  the  years. 

“Verging  on  a  middle-aged  40,  Intersection  maintains  an  adventurous 
and  a  frenetic  pace  that  a  much  younger  arts  organization  might  envy.” 

-  Jean  Schiffman,  SF  Arts  Monthly 


Mission  cultural  center 
for  Latino  Arts 


Summer  Classes  now  beginning! 

See  our  web  site  for  days  and  times! 


www.MissionCulturalCenter.org 
2868  MISSION  STREET  ♦  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  » (415)  82M155 


July  23-August  27:  "Through  the  Lens"  Photography 

Gala  Reception:  Friday,  July  23rd,  2004  from  7:00  to  9:00  pm 


Fhologrophy  Exhibition 


A  panoramic  view  of  the  consequences 
of  gk^MilIzalion  wfthin  the  Latino  communllles. 


A  photographic  exhibition  honoring  the  Latino  community's 
current  struggle  against  economic  strife  that  provides  a 
panoramic  presentation  of  the  ways  in  which  global  conflict 
infiltrates  contemporary  Latino  life,  and  contemplates  the 
malignant  forces  now  proliferating  in  today's  world. 

This  juried  exhibition  highlights  the  work  of  local,  national 
and  international  photographers  using  various  styles  of 
image-making  that  reflect  the  contemporary  concerns  of 
Latinos  in  the  aftermath  of  9*1 1  and  the  devastating 
consequences  of  globalization. 


EVENTS  IN  AUGUST  AT  INTERSECTION 


State  of  the  Nation  Exhibition  and  Art  Auction 

Exhibition  Dates:  August  10  to  August  20,  2004 
Auction:  August  20,  7pm,  $5-15  /  Sliding  Scale 

Intersection’s  annual  fundraiser  features  works  by  50  local  Bay 
Area  and  national  artists  that  respond  to  the  theme:  State  of  the 
Nation.  In  the  months  leading  up  to  the  upcoming  November 
elections,  State  of  the  Nation  will  activate  dialogue  around  the 
current  state  of  the  US  and  how  it  is  portrayed  artistically. 

On  view  in  our  gallery  from  August  10  through  20,  this  exhibition 
culminates  in  a  silent  and  live  art  auction  with  proceeds  benefiting 
Intersection  for  the  Arts. 


PARTICIPATING  ARTISTS  IN  INTERSECTION’S  SUMMER  AUCTION: 


Kim  Abeles 
Brad  K.  Alder 
Katherine  Aoki 
Mike  Arcega 
Conrad  Atkinson 
Claudia  Bernardi 
Victor  Cartagena 
Scott  Chernis 
Jim  Christensen 
Binh  Danh 

Einar  &  Jamex  de  la  Torre 

Sergio  de  la  Torre 

Ala  Ebtekar 

Tia  Factor 

Robert  Gutierrez 

Jonn  Herschend 

Jason  Jagel 

Xylor  Jane 

Stella  Lai 

Noah  Lang 

Richard  Lang 

Jose  Ramon  Lerma 

Kara  Maria 

Mats!? 


Alicia  McCarthy 
Michael  McConnell 
Sean  McFarland 
Leah  Modigliani 
Julio  Morales 
Michele  Muennig 
Tucker  Nichols 
Aaron  Noble 
Abner  Nolan 
Elisabeth  Oppenheimer 
Juan  Carlos  Quintana 
Kyle  Ranson 
Will  Rogan 
Tim  Rollins  +  K.O.S. 
Brion  Nuda  Rosch 
Andrew  Schoultz 
Judith  Selby 
Laura  Splan 
Jackie  Sumell 
Deth  Sun 
Sara  Thustra 
JP  Villegas 
Megan  Wilson 
Sandra  Wong 


WATCHANDO 


FESTIVAL  NERUDA 
July  12 — 18  •  A  week-long  festival 
celebrating  100  years  of  the  Chilean  poet 
Pablo  Neruda,  featuring  tlie  world 
premiere  of  Pablo  Neruda,  A  Presente!, 
film  documentary  by  Mark  Eisner, 
narrated  by  Isabel  Allende;  Book  release 
party  for  The  Essential  Neruda  *  Poetry 
&  Music  by  Lichi  Puentes  *  Robert  Hass 
Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  *  Marcus  Shelby 

*  El  Indio  del  Tango  Protesta  *  Youth 
Speaks  Poets  *  Center  for  Translation  * 
De  Flor  o  Sangre,  an  Exhibition  of  Art 
inspired  by  Neruda's  poetry  *  Rene  Yanes 

*  Todd  Brown  *  Project  Artaud,  450 
Florida  @  17^^!  Street  (866)  413-0868; 
www.redpoppy.net 

Poeta  Pan/Bread  Poet 
Jul  30  —  Aug  1  •  8pm:  Rainbow  Theatre 
Presents  Carlos  Baron  &  Friends  * 
Shadow  Master  Larry  Reed  *  Music  by 
John  Calloway  &  Rafael  Manriquez  * 
Visuals  by  Susan  Matthews.  Dance 
Mission  Theater,  3316  24“"  Street .  $15 
adv,  $20  dr  (415)  273-4633 
IN  SOLIDARITY 

Thur.  July  22  •  6pni — 9pm  •  As  many  of 
you  may  have  heard,  local  Mission 
District  affordable  housing  activist  Eric 
Quezada  recently  had  a  serious  encounter 
with  cancer  that  has  temporarily  halted  his 
activities  as  a  tireless  political  organizer, 
teaching  college  courses  in  Marxism, 
spiiming  records,  and  playing  football  and 


basketball.  To  add  to  his  problems,  Eric 
didn't  just  get  plain  old  sarcoma,  he 
contracted  something  so  rare  that  only  a 
dozen  cases  occur  in  the  U.S.  each  year  — 
and  the  leading  specialists  dealing  with 
this  form  of  the  disease  are  only  found  in 
New  York  and  Harvard  in  Massachusetts. 
To  remedy  tlte  emergency  situation  and 
give  a  helping  hand,  his  colleagues  and 
many  friends  and  neighbors  in  the 
commumty  are  hosting  an  evening  of 
revolutionary  music,  performances  by 
local  artists,  and  food  &  cocktails;  *  Galo 
Tovar  &  Friends,  rumba  *  Dance  Brigade, 
taiko  *  James  Tracy,  spoken  word  poetry 
*  DJ  Oscar  Grande  /3  rd  World  Liberation 
Music.  This  fundraising  event  includes  a 
buffet  dinner  at  El  Rio,  3158  Mission 
Sreet  @  Cesar  Chavez,  so  RSVP  (415) 
824-8844.  If  you  cannot  attend  the  event, 
but  would  like  to  make  a  donation,  mail 
checks  to:  Send  Eric  Quezada  to  Harvard, 
146  Peralta  Ave,  SF94110. 

Ninos  Unidos  Park  Celebration 
Sat  july  24  •  12  noon — 5pm  •  Food, 
music,  children's  games  and  other 
surprises  for  the  whole  family  @  23rd 
Street  &  Folsom. 

Benefit  for  Nicaraguan  School 
Sun  July  25  •  12am  —  7pm 
Los  Ramblers,  the  Mission's  very  own 
local  Nicaraguan  Band,  offers  an 
afternoon  of  music,  folkloric  dance  and 
culture  at  a  fundraising  concert  for 
Instituto  Tccnico  Especializado,  Juan 


446  Valencia  (btwn  15/16) 
Mission  District 

^  ^  1  San  Francisco  CA  94103 

]  (415)  626-2787 

f  t  s  www.theintersection.org 


Pablo  U,  in  Managua.  Nicaraguan  food^ 
and  drinks  will  be  sold  •  $13  adv,  $15  dr 
*  Special  participation  by  marimba  player 
German  Mejia  Rosales.  @  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Alabama  &  24th  Street  (408) 
258-4285;  (408)  272-3970;  (650)  571- 
1540 

Afro-Cuban  Music 

Sat  July  31  •  8pm — 2am:  Ganesh  Club, 
2700  lO*  Street  @  Harrison,  celebrates  its 
Grand  Opening  with  a  dance  in  honor  of 
the  great  Cuban  singer  Celia  Cruz:  with 
Fito  Reynoso's  Afro-Cuban  11-piece 
orchestra  Ritmo  y  Alegria,  and  Avance 
Salsa  Band  *  $15 


to- 
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f)IRK?€N-MOLLOV  PRODUCTIOM? 

Providing  Professional  Video  and  Production  Services 
to  the  San^Francisco  Bay  Area  Since  1974 


S^e  Yoiir  Vision 

Onrrhe  Sdren! 
•  •  1  !  41i5-20 


dnideas.eom 


San  Francisco  Comic  Book  Co. 

3335  23'^  Street  (ofT  Mission  St.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)647-1468 

OPEN  7  DAYS;  12  NOON  -  7  PM 

Read  a  Comic  Tonight ! 


Painting  by  Susan  Matthews 


Poems 
of  no  Month 


THE  DAY  BEFORE  YESTERDAY 

I  am  63  years  old. 

And  it  occurs  to  me 

That  that  is  1  %  of  6300  years. 

If  100  of  my  life  spans  were  laid 
End  to  end  into  the  past, 

It  would  reach  to  the  time  when 
Cora  and  cotton  were  first  being 
cultivated. 

Llamas  and  alpacas  were  domesticated 
In  the  new  world,  and  in  the  old  world 
Metal  was  first  worked  in  Mesopotamia; 
The  first  forts  were  being  built  in 
Anatolia, 

Horses  were  domesticated  in  the 
Ukraine, 

Sheep  and  goats  were  being  herded 
In  the  Nile  Valley,  and  in  Japan 
A  volcano  devastated  Kyushu. 

We've  come  a  long  way,  baby, 

But  was  it  so  long  ago? 

I  am  fully  aware  that  I  was  bora 
The  day  before  yesterday. 

Yet  100  of  me  reach 

To  before  the  dawn  of  civilization. 

-James  keefer 


"Order  Your  Hot  Tamales" 

LosJarritos 

Restaurant 

TRADITIONAL  MEXICAN  FOOD 

901  South  Van  Ness 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  648-8383 

OPEN  7  DAYS  •  8am-10pm 

ASK  FOR  CATERING 


BREAKFAST  AT 
THE  LEMON  TREE 

I  scoop  my  poached  egg 
with  a  piece  of  rye  toast. 

A  white  man  sits  next  to  me, 
orders  two  eggs,  well  cooked. 

Looking  at  the  menu, 
he  shakes  his  head,  muttering: 

I  can’t  get  used  to  American  food. 

He  is  well  dressed, 
wears  gold  bangles,  rings. 

He  speaks  carefully, 

as  if  his  lines  are  rehearsed. 

The  waitress  serves  him 
eggs  and  hash  browns. 

The  eggs  look  overcooked,  but  the  man 

pokes  a  fat  finger  into  them 

and  tells  the  waitress  in  a  loud  voice: 

I  want  these  eggs  dry. 

I  am  almost  finished  with  my  breakfast. 
The  man  begins  to  tell  me 
how  he  loves  Japanese  food. 

He  tells  me  he  especially  loves  raw  fish. 
I  get  the  feeling  he  is  telling  me  this 
because  he  thinks  I  am  Japanese. 

The  man  talks  endlessly.  All  this  time 
his  eggs  are  getting  cold.  I  wonder 
if  he  intends  to  eat.  Humoring  him 
I  finally  ask  if  he  likes  cooked  fish. 

He  says  he  prefers  fish  raw. 

He  stresses  “raw”  as  if  toothpicks  } 
pry  his  mouth  open. 

I  want  to  tell  him  about  black  bass 
steamed  with  green  onion 
and  ginger  root, 
about  stuffed  fishballs 

but  he  continues  talking 
about  buying  a  rice  cooker 
about  teaching  his  landlord 
how  to  cook  rice 
about  teaching  his  landlord 
how  to  eat  Japanese  food. 

-Nellie  Wong 


AMOROUS  HEAT 
REVOLUTION  POSSIBILITY 

Oh,  it's  so  good.  Oh,  it  is  verrry  good 
Sex! 

Whether  by  oneself. 

In  sweltering  company  or,  even  better. 
Being  at  one  with  someone  else. 

But  the  need  of  human  liberation  of  us  all 
Transcends  any  divine  erotic  pursuit 
Of  sensual  delightful  climax. 

Erotic  sensuality  -  SO  good!  Indeed  it  is. 
Therefore,  my  gentle  blissful  people! 

For  the  love  of  the  hungry  and  needy. 
Stand  up,  don't  delay,  respond  and  act, 
'Cause  the  poor  of  the  world  that's 
becoming  us 

Needs  all  of  our  unconditional  help; 

So  I  say  to  myself,  unblinkingly  and  very 
steadily: 

HEY!  HEY!  MR  &  MRS  DIPPY 
YUPPIE, 

Are  you  still  in  the  mood  of  a 
conservative  hippie  ? 

We  want  to  know  if  you're  wide-awake 
or  half  asleep? 

Are  you  still  thinking  like  an  elusive 
hideous  one-eyed  snake? 

Madam,  Signore,  are  you  there? 

I  know  there 're  people  that  just  don’t 
care. 

Just  want,  ooh  Mama!  good  dripping 
sassy  sex  here  and  there. 

Oh,  all  of  our  senses  are  relentlessly 
tickling  like  little  bells  ringing  loudly  in 
our  ears. 

But  sadly  in  all  accounts.  Damn! 

All  comes  down  to  one  so-upsetting 
truth: 

That  our  civil  rights  are  in  great  peril. 


Threatened  like  dying  whales  on  the 
sandy  shore. 

All  the  way,  north  to  south. 

From  the  coffee  tables  of  San  Francisco, 
To  the  mean  streets  of  New  York  and 
Boston  city. 

To  the  other  end  of  the  crazy  world. 

For  I  am  the  freethinking,  visionary  and 
controversial  poet. 

Urging  the  world  to  be  aware,  and  stay 
strong. 

Resist,  refuse,  discuss,  debate. 

Fight  the  system,  fight  the  monster! 
Unrestrain  yourself!  Think! 

Human  liberation  is  one  undeniable  grand 
necessity 

That  transcends  any  gratifying  delectable 
sensuality. 

Insanely  wonderful  stirring  of  orgasms. 

Milky  lactose  jolting  orgasms 

Are  sooo  good!  Oh,  my  heart  thrills. 

Full  of  red  burning  passionate  sexuality! 
Yet  again,  the  suffering  of  others 
And  our  own  lack  of  real  freedom- 
In  all  of  us,  in  every  one  of  us- 
Is  a  daunting,  worldwide  reality 
That  preys  upon  and  progressively 
disengages  us  all. 

Ferocious,  righteous  is  the  fight,  long 
and  continuously  on  the  roll. 

With  actual  great  revolutionary 
longstanding  responsibility. 

Humanity  of  the  world  be  united. 

Show  us  the  way. 

And  bear  in  mind  with  me 
To  resume  our  glorious  journey 
Towards  a  better  world  for  all,  one  day. 
Of  unfeigned  light,  respect,  equality 
And  invincibility,  to  a  triumphant  end! 


-Rolando  Carrillo 


CITY  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
MISSION  CAMPUS  UPDATE 


The  Mission  Campus  will  not  move  this  summer 
due  to  a  delay  with  the  planning  and  renovations  of  the  Alabama  Street  site. 

Fall  2004  classes  will  begin  on  August  18,  2004. 

All  Fall  classes  will  be  offered  at  106  Bartlett  Street. 

If  you  need  further  information,  call  (415)  550-4550. 

El  Mission  Campus  no  se  mudara  este  verano 
debido  a  un  atrazo  con  la  planificadon  y  la  renovadon  del  local  en  la  Calle  Alabama. 

Oases  empiezan  el  18  de  agosto  2004.  Todos  las  clases  en  el  otono  2004 
serin  ofrecidas  en  la  Calle  Bartlett  4106. 

Si  necesita  mas  informacion,  llame  al  (415)  550-4550. 


ATTENTION:  Financial  Aid  is  Available  for  Vocational  Programs 
Classes  are  offered  in 

•  Biotechnology  •  Computers  •  Secretarial  •  Offset  Printing  •  Digital  Printing  •  Desktop 
Publishing  •  English  as  a  Second  language  •  Vocational  ESL  and  Literacy  •  U.5  Citizenship 
•  General  Education  Development  (GED)  •  General  Education  Credit  Comes 
•  Construction  Administrative  Assisting 
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CAPOEIRA 


SAN  FKANCISCO 


•  Afro-Brazilian  Dance 


•"Afro-Braziliah  Percussion 


‘No-Cost  Youtli  Capoeira' Program 


;«].Portuguese' Language  Courses’ 


'jii^-Cbst  Space  Rental 


pjfiiiSRoliCA  941 


laiisliisiieiBSBgMfei 


Yod  are.  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  MissiQp  Street  285-9900 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  ft  -  5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.O.S.  Peter  V.  Rengsto^,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


St,  Luke's  A  Tradition  of 

Hospital  Community  Health  Care  in 

ASuttarHeithAffiiiat.  HeaTt  of  San  Francisco 


Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia: 

3555  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 Q 
www,st}uke$-sf.org 


Community  Based,  Not  For  PtoK 


Comprehensive  Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Matemal/Child  Services 

•  Diabetes  Education  Program  (ADA  Approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for  Culture  and  Healing 


For  More  Information: 

Main  Number .  . . .  415-647-8600 

Refert^  &  Information  .:;;41 5-821 -DOCS  (3627) 
Maternity  Information  ,  41 5-626-  BABY  (2229) 
Outpatient  Pharmacy 415-641-6550 
Diabetes  Education  . . , , .  415-641-6826 
Sutter  Health  @  Work ...  415-641-6667 


^1^^  How  can  you  save  water,  save 

money,  and  ensure  that  the  water 
coming  out  of  your  tap  Is  high  quality? 


Health 

Matter 


Richard  Pitt 


The  Water  in  San  Francisco 


Not  so  long  ago,  our  water  system  in 
San  Francisco  was  switched  from  using 
chlorine  to  a  chloramine  (chlorine  and 
anunonia)  disinfecting  process.  It  seemed 
worthwhile  to  find  out  what  the  difference 
is  and  what  it  means  for  our  health,  so  I 
called  up  someone  I  know  who  works  for 
East  Bay  Mud  and  this  is  what  he  had  to 
say:  . 

Chlorine  disinfection  leaves  a  higher 
residue  of  carcinogenic  byproducts 
(mainly  trihalomethanes)  that  result  firom 
chlorine’s  interaction  with  trace  organic 
matter  in  treated  water.  Trihalomethanes 
have  been  tentatively  linked  to  elevated 
rates  of  miscarriage  in  pregnant  women, 
but  file  studies  aren't  conclusive  yet. 
Chloramine  treatment  is  now  preferred 
because  these  "disinfection  byproducts" 
are  generated  in  lower  amounts.  I  believe 
chloramines  are  also  safer  to  handle  at 
treatment  plants.  As  long  as  dialysis 
machine  operators  and  aquarium  owners 
are  informed,  problems  with  changing 
over  to  chloramines  are  minimal. 
Chloraminated  water  also  generally  has 
less  of  a  chlorine  taste.  San  Francisco  is 
the  last  major  Bay  Area  water  utility  to 
switch  to  chloramines. 

The  one  wrinkle  is  that  there  may  be  a 
connection  between  chloramines  and 
increased  leaching  of  lead  from  old 
plumbing.  Washington  DC  recently  had  a 
spate  of  very  high  lead  readings  in 
residential  tap  water,  and  when  they 
switched  back  to  chlorine  treatment  tire 
lead  levels  fell  significantly.  I  don't  know 
if  this  has  happened  anywhere  else,  so 
there's  nothing  conclusive  -. 

Altliough  using  chlorine  or  chloramine 
to  make  water  drinkable  is  an  important 
tool  in  the  prevention  of  diseases  from  e 
coli,  dysentery,  giardia  and  other  nasty 
things,  the  accumulation  of  chlorine  in  the 
body  from  drinking  tap  water  also  brings 
up  questions  as  to  the  long  term  harm  that 
it  might  cause.  Chlorine  easily  reacts  with 
other  molecules  to  create  chlorinated 
chemicals  (chloroform,  formaldehyde). 
Chlorine  byproducts  from  water  treatment 
have  been  associated  with  bladder  and 
rectal  cancer.  Chlorine  in  water  can  also 
initiate  and  aggravate  allergic  reactions 
and  skin  irritation.  It  also  reacts  with 
water-borne  decaying  organic  matter 
creating  trihalomeAanes  (THM’s),  one  of 
which  is  formaldehyde,  a  known 
carcinogen.  Chloramine  does  not  create 
THM’s  and  has  increasingly  been  used  to 
replace  chlorine  as  a  disinfectant,  but 
greater  concentrations  need  to  be  used 
compared  to  chlorine.  And  although  tap 


water  may  be  fairly  clean  when  it  comes 
from  the  processing  plant  it  makes  a  long 
journey,  possibly  through  some  very  old 
pipes.  These  pipes  may  add  lead, 
asbestos,  copper  or  PVC  breakdown 
products  to  the  water,  all  of  which  are 
toxic.  Pipes  that  are  cracked  or  broken 
may  also  allow  bacteria  to  proliferate  or 
ground  contaminants  to  seep  into  the 
pipes.  Therefore,  for  all  the  reasons 
mentioned,  it  is  important  to  use  a  good 
filter  on  your  drinking  and  cooking  water. 

So,  what  type  of  filter  should  one  get? 
Does  the  new  chloramine  system  make 
any  difference?  There  are  three  main 
types  of  filtration  systems:  loose,  granular 
activated  carbon  (like  the  Brita  filters), 
reverse  osmosis  systems,  and  solid 
carbon.  The  loose  filters  are  not  the  most 
efficient  and  don’t  remove  all  chemicals. 
Bacteria  can  also  grow  within  the  filter. 
The  reverse  osmosis  filters  force  water 
through  a  semi-permeable  membrane. 
The  membrane  blocks  minerals,  so  the 
water  will  be  mineral  deficient  and  may 
cause  mineral  deficiencies  for  those  who 
drink  it.  A  carbon  filter  is  often  added  to 
help  remove  chemicals  and  other 
contaminants. 

A  solid  carbon  block  filter  is  the  most 
effective  filtration  system.  These  filters 
are  the  ones  that  either  sit  on  top  of  the 
sink  attached  to  the  faucet,  or  are  placed 
under  the  sink.  There  are  different  types 
of  systems  from  different  companies,  each 
with  somewhat  different  levels  of 
effectiveness.  To  check  what  you  need  to 
know,  go  to  www.nsf.org.  This  is  the 
website  of  the  National  Sanitation 
Foundation,  and  it  gives  criteria  for 
filtration  standards.  Two  figures  to  look 
out  for  are  Standard  #53  and  standard  #42. 
The  former  concerns  chemicals, 
pesticides,  herbicides,  lead,  asbestos,  etc., 
and  the  latter  concerns  chlorine  removal. 
There  is  some  question  as  to  whether  even 
the  solid  carbon  block  filters  eliminate 
chloramine,  as  opposed  to  chlorine.  One 
company  has  stated  that  a  coconut  shell 
carbon  is  needed  to  filter  out  chloramine. 
This  should  be  considered  when 
purchasing  a  filter  system. 

Whether  chlorine  or  chloramine  is  used 
to  disinfect  the  municipal  water  supply,  a 
good  filtration  system  is  still  important  to 
the  end  user.  The  great  number  of 
possible  contaminants  in  drinking  water 
may  affect  everyone,  especially  young 
children.  And  bottled  water  is  not  the 
solution.  This  will  be  discussed  in  the  next 
edition  of  NMN. 


CYBER  COPY  a  DESIGN 


Purchase  an  ultra  low-flow  toilet  and  a  lead-free  faucet  from 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Utilities  Commission  for  only  $10  each. 

San  Francisco  Public  Utilities  Commission 
Annual  Low-Flow  Toilet  and  Lead-Free  Faucet  Sale 
Saturday,  June  1 9,  2004 
8  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 

Crocker  /^azon  Park 

Moscow  Street  at  Geneva  Avenue,  San  Francisco 

Program  available  to  San  Francisco  residents. 

For  further  details  and  eligibility  rules,  contact 
(4 1 5)  55 1  -4730  or  sfwater.org 
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FROM  THE  SUN 


Now's  the  Time 
to  Save  Your  Skin! 


Zapatistas _ 

(Continued  from  page  S) 

Reforma  plastered  across  its  front  page 
details  of  a  Fox  government  report 
alerting  the  nation  to  impending  Zapatista 
attacks.  Based  on  an  investigation  by  the 
CISEN  (Center  for  Investigation  and 
National  Security  -  Mexico's  CIA),  the 
"infonnation",  which  was  disclosed  to 
reporter  Luis  Alegre  who  covers  security 
forces  for  the  paper  and  is  so  close  to 
them  he  was  once  allowed  to  pose  as  an 
"embedded"  Federal  Preventative  Police 
(PFP)  trainee,  alleged  that  2000  Zapatista 
men  and  women  were  now  training  at  30 
sites  in  the  jungles  and  highlands  of 
southeastern  Chiapas,  16  of  them  in 
Ocosingo  county  -  one  indeed  close  by  La 
Garrucha  said  to  be  commanded  by 
Subcomandante  Marcos.  Members  of  the 
Francisco  Gomez  JBG  vigorously  deny 
the  CISEN  report. 

Another  militia  training  camp  is 
supposedly  located  on  the  Oventic  ejido, 
the  EZLN's  most  public  outposL  in  the 
highlands  above  San  Cristobal. 
According  to  Alegre's  tale,  hundreds  of 
yCuths  are  being  schooled  in  subversion 
down  beyond  the  basketball  court  and  the 
middle  school  (built  by  U.S.  volunteers.) 
The  proof?  One  recent  weekend,  a  large 
number  of  young  men  and  women 
gathered  at  Oventic  -  for  a  basketball 
tournament.  Although  the  community  is 
entirely  visible  from  the  road.  President 
Ernesto  Zedillo  (1994-2000)  repeatedly 
sent  tanks  and  aircraft  equipped  with 
infra-red  technology,  to  uncover  Zapatista 
Weapons  of  Mass  Destruction  supposedly 
hidden  a  la  Saddam  Hussein  inside  tlie 
many  service  structures  that  have 
'transfonned  this  dirt-poor  ejido  into  a 
thriving  little  city. 

Although  President  Fox  ordered  seven 
military  bases  adjacent  to  Zapatista 
caracoles  evacuated  in  the  first  days  of  his 
administration,  the  army  continues  to 
operate  91  outposts  in  the  jungle  and  tire 
highlands  with  a  total  of  18,000  troops 
based  in  the  Zapatista  zone,  one  for  every 
five  rebel  base  members,  according  to  a 
study  done  by  the  San  Cristobal-based 
CAPICE  group  which  watchdogs 
Mexican  military  activity  in  tlie  region. 

Reforma  followed  up  the  CISEN  leak 
witli  one  supplied  by  Alegre's  PFP  pals, 
purporting  escalation  of  drug  cropping  in 
areas  of  Zapatista  influence  and  citing  18 
hectares  of  opium  poppies  and  20  of 
marijuana  destroyed  in  the  region  since 
tlie  first  of  the  year. 

The  EZLN  has  been  accused  of  drug 
trafficking  since  the  rebellion  went  public 
in  1994,  a  concerted  effort  by  state  and 
federal  police  to  blemish  the  rebels' 
altruistic  public  image.  But  me  reality  is 
that  the  EZLN  wages  its  own  homegrown 
war  on  drugs,  draping  baimers  by  the 
roadside  warning  that  drugs  and  alcohol 
are  forbidden  in  the  autonomias. 
Violators  are  jailed  in  makeshift 
calabooses,  fined,  and  expelled  from  the 
communities. 

Drug  cropping  in  the  highlands,  a 
springtime  phenomena,  has  become  a 
survival  mechanism  for  subsistence 
farmers  in  the  face  of  collapsing  com  and 
coffee  prices.  Marijuana  planting  is 
rumored  to  be  subsidized  by  soldiers  -  the 
Mexican  army  has  had  a  celebrated 
predilection  for  the  herb  ever  since 
Pancho  Villa's  troops  marched  to  the  tune 
of  "La  Cucaracha."  The  crop  is  often 
marketed  to  the  bohemian  crowd  down  in 
San  Cristobal. 

While  the  CISEN  investigates  drug 
crimes  amongst  the  Zapatistas,  just  a  few 
kilometers  south,  four  major  Mexican 
cartels  operate  on  the  Guatemalan  border 
where  tons  of  Colombian  cocaine  pour 
into  the  country  via  small  plane  drops, 
trailer  truck  loads,  human  "mules",  or 
delivered  in  fishing  skiffs  to  Chiapas 
Pacific  coast  ports.  80  drug-related 
homicides  have  been  recorded  along  the 
border  thus  far  this  year. 

The  Reforma  leaks  were  matched  by  the 
competition.  Javier  Ibarrola,  a  columnist 
intimate  with  military  intelligence 
sources,  wrote  in  The  Independent  (a  daily 
owned  by  a  fugitive  Argentinean 
millionaire)  that  Subcomandante  Marcos 


INTERSEX  ISSUES 
ARE  IMPORTANT 
TO  OUR  HUMANITY 

On  May  27,  the  San  Francisco  Human 
Rights  Commission  held  a  public  hearing 
to  take  testimony  on  Intersex  Issues. 
Tntersex’  is  the  term  applied  to  the  one  in 
approximately  one  thousand  human 
beings  bom  with  both  male  and  female 
sexual  organs,  or  with  what  is  considered 
‘ambiguous  genitalia.’  When  such  a  birth 
occurs,  it  is  standard  practice  for  doctors 
worldwide  to  “surgically  assign”  a  gender 
to  tlie  hapless  infant,  often  without  even 
the  informed  consent  of  the  parents.  The 
victims  of  this  barbaric  practice  are 
among  the  most  tragic  figures  imaginable, 
and  the  courage  a  number  of  them 
displayed  by  coming  forward  at  this 
hearing  to  tell  publicly  the  very  personal 
and  private  histories  of  their  lives  was 
nothing  less  than  awesome.  These  were  no 
gay-and-proud  gender-benders  or 
screaming  queens  delighting  in  shocking 
the  straights;  they  were,  for  the  most  part, 
the  walking  wounded,  and  it  was  plain 
that  most  of  tliem  had  never  talked  about 
this  personal  aspect  of  their  lives  in  public 
before.... ever.  Only  the  hope  of 
preventing  future  atrocities  like  the  ones 
that  had  scarred  their  lives  brought  them 
to  City  Hall  to  give  tlieir  testimony. 

One  woman  -  told  of  growing  up 
knowing  sometliing  had  been  done  to  her 
surgically  but  not  knowing  what  it  was,  of 
seeking  out  her  medical  records  and 
finally  reading  that  she  had  been  bom 
with  an  oversized  clitoris  which  a  doctor 
in  his  wisdom  had  ’’excised  to  the  nub.” 
What  possible  words  can  adequately 
express  the  anger  a  person  in  her  situation 
must  feel?  Another  young  woman 
recounted  how  her  genital  anomalies 
caused  her  to  be  treated  like  a  freak  and 
led  to  her  being  raped  by  members  of  her 
own  family.  A  man  bom  with  an  extra 
chromosome  (XXY)  told  of  developing 
alternating  sets  of  secondary  sex 
characteristics  throughout  his  life,  while 
another  man,  now  in  his  sixties,  still 
suffered  from  humiliating  memories  of 
schoolmates  repeatedly  taunting  him  and 
pulling  dovm  his  pants  to  witness  his 
rumored  abnormality.  The  large  number 
of  people  who  came  forward  to  testify 
during  this  three-hour  hearing  bore 
witness  to  just  how  common  intersex 
births  are,  and  to  the  importance  of 
establishing  public  policies  to  prevent 
future  medical  mutilations.  Incredibly, 
San  Francisco  is  the  only  place  in  tlie 
nation  where  tliese  issues  are  even  being 
considered. 


had  been  fired  by  the  EZLN's  General 
Command,  and  Ana  Maria  Salazar,  once  a 
functionaiy  in  the  Clinton  administration 
Department  of  Defense,  informed  her  El 
Universal  readers  that  the  Indians  were 
preparing  a  new  uprising  "at  the  end  of 
2005  or  the  beginning  of  2006."  The 
EZLN  had  no  comment. 

Since  the  10/20-year  anniversary 
celebrations,  which  took  place  in  60  cities 
around  the  world  as  well  as  tliroughout 
Mexico  and  Chiapas  last  fall  and  winter, 
the  EZLN  has  slipped  back  into  the 
mysterious  silence  that  has  often 
characterized  its  unorthodox  struggle. 
Altliough  tlie  rebels'  pirate  Radio 
Insurgent  broadcasts  news,  views,  and  tlie 
Zapatistas's  favorite  "corridos"  (ballads), 
Marcos  has  not  been  heard  from  since 
mid-Februaiy  when  he  published  a 
communiqud  listing  the  names  of 
Zapatista  fighters  killed  during  the 
January  1st  1994  uprising  -  the  summing 
up  seemed  a  sort  of  final  accounting  of 
EZLN  military  activities  (the 
Subcomandante  is  military  chief.) 

Noting  how  the  Zapatista  silences 
confuse  the  government  because  officials 
do  not  know  what  the  rebels  are  thinking, 
Luis  Hernandez  Navarro,  a  newspaper 
person  himself  and  once  top  adviser  to  the 


Feeling  pale?  You  may  think  that  a 
golden  tan  looks  healthy  and  attractive  but 
sun  worshippers  beware:  you  could  be 
inviting  skin  cancer,  the  most  common 
type  of  cancer  in  the  United  States. 

The  disease  can  result  from  long-term 
exposure  to  sunlight,  which  contains 
Ultraviolet  Radiation  (UV  Rays)  that 
damage  skin  cells  and  can  lead  to  one  of 
three  types  of  skin  cancer:  basal  cell 
carcinoma,  squamous  cell  carcinoma  and 
melanoma.  While  people  should  take 
precautions  from  sun  exposure  all  year 
‘round,  protection  is  especially  important 
during  the  summer  months  when  the  sun 
is  directly  overhead  for  a  long  period  and 
UV  Ray  levels  are  highest. 

"Skin  cancer,  especially  melanoma,  can 
be  deadly,"  says  Lily  Lai,  M.D.,  skin 
cancer  expert  at  City  of  Hope  Cancer 
Center  in  Los  Angeles.  "Fortunately,  skin 
cancers  are  preventable  and  highly  curable 
if  found  and  treated  early." 

Although  several  factors  can  increase 
your  chance  of  getting  skin  cancer, 
everyone  is  at  risk  of  developing  the 
disease.  Some  of  Uie  risk  factors  include: 
having  fair  skin  that  freckles  easily;  living 
in  wann  climates  with  high  sun  exposure 
and/or  high  altitudes;  occupational 
exposure,  such  as  working  outdoors; 
overall  lifetime  exposure  to  tlie  sun;  and 
having  many  moles. 

Here  are  some  tips  to  protect  your  skin 
from  harmful  UV  Rays  all  year-round: 
*  Avoid  exposure  to  mid-day  sun,  10  am  - 
3  pm,  when  UV  Rays  are  most  dangerous. 

♦Use  sunscreen  with  a  sun  protective 
factor  (SPF)  of  15  or  higher  whenever  you 
spend  time  outdoors.  Reapply  sunscreen 
every  1  to  1  'A  hours. 

*Wear  protective  clothing  such  as  hats 
and  long-sleeved  shirts  tliat  block  the 
sun's  rays. 

■"Protect  young  children  from  the  sun's 
rays.  The  damaging  effects  of  UV 
radiation  can  begin  in  childhood. 

■"Be  careful  when  taking  certain 
medications  tliat  may  cause  tlie  skin  to 
bum  more  easily.  Check  witli  your  doctor 
or  pharmacist  to  determine  if  your 
medication  could  be  a  problem. 

■"Avoid  sun  lamps  and  tanning  booths. 

"Having  a  tan,  natural  or  artificial,  is  a 
sign  that  the  skin  has  already  been 
damaged,"  says  Dr.  Lai.  "Since  tanning 
booths  expose  you  to  ultraviolet  rays  just 
as  the  sun  does,  using  a  sunless  tanner  is 
the  best  way  to  get  a  tan  without 
damaging  your  skin."  * 

FURTHER  FACTS:  A  A^M/V  UPDATE 

The  skin  cancer  epidemic  is  a  worldwide 
phenomenon.  The  greatest  rise  in 
melanoma  has  been  experienced  in 


EZLN,  suggests  that  the  leaks  are  being 
orchestrated  to  provoke  the  Zapatistas  to 
respond.  Silence,  as  Subcomandante 
Marcos,  has  often  emphasized,  is  an 
Indian  weapon. 

During  Holy  Week,  as  the  world  outside 
the  Zapatista  zone  stayed  glued  to  news  of 
new  terrorist  attacks  and  the  cmmbling 
U.S.  occupation  of  Iraq,  Radio  Insurgent 
informed  campesinos  in  the  Canadas  that 
low-cost  non-transgenic  seed  com  would 


countries  where  chemical  sunscreens  have 
been  heavily  promoted.  The  rise  in 
melanoma  has  been  has  been 
exceptionally  high  in  Queensland, 
Australia,  where  the  medical 
establishment  has  vigorously  promoted 
the  use  of  sunscreens.  Queensland  now 
has  more  incidences  of  melanoma  per 
capita  than  any  other  place.  It  is  .now 
estimated  that  by  age  75  two  out  of  three 
Australians  will  have  been  treated  for 
some  form  of  skin  cancer. 

In  Europe,  sunscreens  are  classified  as 
cosmetics,  but  in  the  U.S.  tliey  are 
classified  by  the  FDA  as  drugs,  defined  as 
“any  product  intended  to  prevent,  cure, 
treat  or  mitigate  disease  or  to  affect  a 
structure  or  function  of  the  body.”  Read 
tlie  label  of  your  sunscreen,  and  it  will 
most  likely  state:  ‘Regular  use  may  help 
reduce  premature  aging  of  the  skin  and 
some  kinds  of  skin  cancer,  due  to 
overexposure  to  the  sun.’  Some  types  of 
skin  cancer  is  an  appropriately  vague 
choice  of  words.  Sunscreens  may  protect 
against  basal  cell  carcinoma  and 
squamous  cell  carcinoma,  but  none  are 
proven  to  protect  against  melanoma,  the 
deadliest  form  of  skin  cancer.  Moreover, 
little  is  known  about  tlie  safety  of  repeated 
applications  of  sunscreens.  New  research 
from  Swiss  scientists  shows  that 
chemicals  which  mimic  the  effects  of 
estrogen,  which  are  common  in 
sunscreens,  have  triggered  developmental 
abnormalities  in  rats  and  made  cancer 
cells  grow  more  rapidly. 

Current  FDA  oversight  of  sunscreens  is 
largely  confined  to  ensuring  that 
sunscreen  can  prevent  sunburn  and  that 
the  manufacturers’  labeling  claims  are 
supportable.  As  with  prescription  drugs, 
there  is  no  requirement  for  the 
manufacturers  to  determine  long-tenn 
safety. 

There  are  tliree  major  forms  of  skin 
cancer: 

BASAL  CELL  CARCINOMA  is  the  most 
common  form.  It  occurs  most  frequently 
in  men  who  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
outdoors  and  primarily  produces  lesions 
on  the  head  and  neck.  Basal  cell 
carcinoma  rarely  spreads  throughout  tlie 
body  but  can  invade  neighboring  bone  and 
nerves. 

SQUAMpUS  CELL  C/UICINOMA  is 
tlie  second  most  common  sk9n  cancer.  It 
primarily  affects  people  who  sunburn 
easily,  tan  poorly,  and  have  blue  eyes  and 
red  or  blonde  hair.  It  can  metastasize  if 
left  untreated.  Squamous  cell  carcinoma 
of  tlie  lip  is  12  times  more  common 
among  men  than  among  women. 
MALIGNANT  MELANOMA  is  the  rarest 
fonn  of  skin  cancer  but  is  the  most  deadly. 
It  affects  tlie  cells  which  produce  melanin 
and  seems  to  be  more  prevalent  among 
city  dwellers  tlian  among  people  who 
work  out  of  doors.  It  does  not  necessarily 
occur  on  sun-ex-posed  parts  of  tlie  body 
and  is  tliought  to  be  linked  to  brief, 
intense  periods  of  sun  exposure  and  a 
liistory  of  severe  sunburn  in  cliildliood  or 
adolescence.  It  metastasizes  easily  and  is 
often  fatal  if  not  caught  in  time. 


be  on  sale  at  all  the  Caracoles.  For  the 
People  of  the  Com,  that  was  all  the  news 
they  needed  to  know. 

♦  *  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Former  Mission  District  activist  and 
organizer  John  Ross  now  makes  his  home 
in  Mexico.  Ross  is  the  author  of  three 
volumes  on  the  Zapatista  rebellion,  the 
latest  being  "The  War  Against  Obluion." 
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Russian  HUS,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 
Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jifly  Lube:  2030,Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up;  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  Isc  Sl,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bcmal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Pocrero,  863-6043 


Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836- 
S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  6c  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 


Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 


For  moro  infc»rtnation,  call  tho  SF  Environmont  hetlinot  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  granf  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  for  hours  ol  operation  and  quantities  accepted. 


Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 


West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval,  682-9177 
Chevron;  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Marks  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 


Since  1973 


R  ECVC  L  E 
lisKR  oii 


SF  Environment 

Our  h  w.  Owr  dty^  Our  pimnmt. 

Ciy  ond  Counly  ct  Son  frondico 
www.danviromsri.coni 


SYNERGY 


Moving  tlie  California  Academy  of 
Sciences  across  town  was  guite  a  (eat. 

iuciywe  iiad  plenty  ot  lielp. 


Ants:  Hidden  Worlds  Revealed 
Now  showing  at  our  new  location: 

875  Howard  Street 
Open  everyday  10am  -  5pm 


SCHOOL 


ALL  SCHOOL  OPEN  HOUSE 
SATURDAY  DEC.  6 
11  AM— 2  PM 


WHOLESALE  •  RETAIL 

dKRon 

MEAT  MARKET 

3325  20™  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Phone  (415)  824-8768 
Fax  (415)824-9436 


LLAPM  TO  PLAY 


Free! 

Have  fun,  meet  nevv  people.  Play  in  a 
Came  your  first  session.  4  FREE  LESSONS! 


EASYBRIDGEI  IS  HERE! 
Mondays:  7  -  9:30  pm 
Starts  September  13 


To  register  call  Kim  Fanady  at  (415)  824-6848 
Quicktricks  Bridge  Club  is  located  at  MCC 
150  Eureka  Street,  San  Enincisco 


At  Children's  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
/inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  sixth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm 
animals  and  an  enchanting  organic  garden. 

It's  the  perfect  setting  for  an  educational 
program  that  b  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded 


- ASKABOUT  — 

OUR  PLANS  FOR  EXPANSION 
6Ui  grKl.  begins  bn  2003. 
7Ui  rid.  begins  bU  2004. 
8th  grid,  begins  bM  200S. 


in  the  concept  of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills 
a  passion  for  learning  and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self, 
for  others,  for  ideas  and  for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  415-86T5432. 


OAV 

,1>C  J  KK%. 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1 983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  l6th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  wvvw.cds-sf.org 
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^surreumt  C^ijdtzut  &ruz 


Dear  Curandera:  I  have  a  question  for 
you.  In  your  book  Santora,  you  said  for 
depression  to  put  a  picture  of  St.  Helen  in 
front  of  a  mirror  and  bum  a  blue  or  black 
candle  for  8  days,  and  tlten,  on  the  ninth 
day,  bum  a  wliite  one.  Does  tlie  candle 
have  to  bum  all  the  time,  or  just  for  a 
certain  period  when  you  light  your 
candles  and  say  your  prayers?  I’m  trying 
to  find  a  good  picture  of  St.  Helen.  I  don't 
want  to  have  to  rip  the  one  out  of  the 
Saints  book  I  have,  but  I  might  have  to  if  I 
can't  find  another  one.  I  was  also  reading 
about  the  young  woman  from  Ireland 
whose  father  went  cra2y  and  killed  her. 
She  is  supposed  to  be  good  for 
mental/emotional  problems,  too.  I  can't 
remember  how  to  spell  her  name 
correctly.  It  begins  witli  a  D. — ^Ms. 
Problems 

Dear  Ms.  Problems:  Please  don't 
deface  your  book.  You  have  several 
options.  You  can  prop  the  book  up  in 
front  of  the  mirror,  or  you  can  Xerox 
the  picture  in  the  book.  Or  download  a 
picture  of  St  Helen  from  the  internet 
Here  are  several  pictures  to  choose 
from:  httD://www.catholic- 

forum.com/saints/sthOlOOl.htm  St. 
Dymphna  is  for  insanity  and  you’re 
right,  she's  good  for  emotional 
problems,  too.  I  prefer  to  burn  candles 
for  the  whole  9  days,  but  I  use  those 
large,  inexpensive  chimney  candles  in 
glass.  If  you  use  those  slender  ones,  you 
can  burn  them  for  about  an  hour  each 
day,  as  long  as  it's  at  the  same  time,  and 
you  more  or  less  tend  them.  That  just 
means  sitting  in  the  room  with  them  as 
they  bum.  You  can  meditate  or  read  or 
even  sleep.  Are  you  worried  about  a 
fire?  Just  place  them  in  a  cake  or  pie 
pan  with  water. — Rez 

Dear  Curandera:  Do  you  know  where  I 
can  get  inexpensive  votive  candles? 
I’m  planning  a  major  healing  ritual  for  my 
husband  who  has  liver  disease. — Getting 
Ready 

Dear  Ready:  I  go  through  votive 
candles  very  quickly,  and  the  best  deal 
I’ve  found  is  a  bag  of  100  tea  candles 
for  $3.99  at  Ikea.  I  like  them  because 
they’re  in  an  aluminum  cup,  and  I’m 
not  worried  about  them  breaking  my 
votive  glass  holders  as  the  regular 
votive  candles  can  do.  Tea  candles  are 
about  a  third  of  the  size,  but  I  just  burn 
more.  Good  luck  on  your  healing 
ritual.  I’ll  send  extra  healing  energy  to 
him. — Rez 


Dear  JJ, 

You  can  burn  the  candles  every  day  at 
the  same  time  for  an  hour  or  so  for  9 
days.  Another  option  is  to  find  a 
Catholic  church  where  they  allow  you 
to  burn  candles. 

— Rez 

(Third  letter,  several  months  later) 

Dear  Curandera,  We  didn’t  do  the  novena 
you  suggested.  Now  my  husband’s  legs 
are  worse.  We  bum  white  candles  every 
night  when  we  eat  dinner.  Does  tliat 
count?~JJ 

Dear  JJ, 

No,  it  doesn’t  It  is  clear  to  me  you 
don't  want  to  take  the  extra  trouble  to 
find  a  healing.  Including  a  request  with 
a  ritual  you  already  have  in  place  for 
romance,  saving  electricity,  or  why  ever 
it  is  you  burn  candles  at  dinner  is  the 
wrong  attitude.  Asking  for  a  miracle  is 
not  the  stock  market,  where  you  get  the 
biggest  payoff  for  the  least  amount  of 
input.  It's  about  being  committed  to 
trying  everything  and  anything  to  bring 
about  a  cure,  even  if  the  method  is 
unconventional,  even  if  you  are  of  a 
scientific  bent  and  don’t  believe  in  it 
(and  I’ve  had  plenty  of  scientists  who 
were  willing  to  try — several  with  some 
kind  of  success).  The  spiritual  energies 
from  whence  miracles  come  are  not 
stupid  and  are  unlikely  to  come  across 
in  return  for  half-assed  effort.  You  need 
the  right  frame  of  mind  (belief,  hope, 
even  inquiry)  and  effort  (trying  your 
hardest,  giving  your  best)  when 
requesting  a  major  miracle.  It  also 
means  striking  while  the  iron  is  hot. 
After  your  first  letter  I  was  certain  your 
husband  would  have  gotten  some  kind 
of  healing  and  return  of  function.  I 
don’t  know  if  it’s  too  late,  but  it  is 
always  worth  a  try. 

La  Post-Modern  Curandera  is  by 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  author  of  “Santora, 
The  Good  Daughter,”  (Xipactli 
Publishing)  available  at  Modern  Times 
Books,  Books  Inc.,  and  Barnes 
&Noble.com.  If  you  have  spiritual  or 
health  questions  that  aren  ‘t  being 
addressed  by  your  religious  and  medical 
establishments,  send  Rez  your  questions  at 
lacurandera(a).earilimon  sterbooks.com. 


Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts  Center 

455  Valencia  Street  (between  15**’  &  IG***  Streets) 

(415)  861-4964  ©  qyhac@aol.com  ©  www.quanyinhealingarts.com 


Specializing  in  the  treatment  of  pain  and  chronic 
conditions.  Helping  people  make  the  decisions  that 
will  lead  to  a  balanced,  healthy,  happy  life. 

Offering  comprehensive  programs  for  asthma, 
allergies,  HCV,  HIV,  cancer  and  other  chronic 
conditions.  Programs  include  evaluation,  herbal 
supplements,  nutritional  consultation  and  exercise 
instruction. 

Private  Insurance,  Medi-Cal,  Workers  Comp,  ASHP 
and  our  customary  sliding  fee  sca^  for  the  uninsured. 


CALENDAR  OF  CLASSES 


Monday 

noon-1 :30pm 

Yoga  for  large  people  with  Sally  Pugh 

Tuesday 

6  -7pm 

Yoga  with  Jessica  Biedron 

Wednesday 

4  -5pm 

Drop-in  Oi  Gong  with  Laura  Bresselor 

Wednesday 

6:30  -8pm 

Beginning  Qi  Gong  class  (team-taught 

by  advanced  students  of  Larry  Wong) 

Thursday 

12;30-l:30pm 

Easy  Does  It  Yoga  with  Richard  Light 

Thursday 

6;30-7:30pm 

Yang  style  T’ai  Chi  with  Bob  Carlson 

Last  Saturday 
of  the  month 

call  for 
schedule 

Community  HCV  Education  Forum 
Call  861-4964  for  more  information 

Class  fees  S12  &C  up.  Adjustable  according  to  income.  No  one  will  be  turned  away. 
Massage  Rates:  14  Hour  $28  —  1  Hour  $48  —  114  Hours  $68 

EXCELLENCE  in  CHINESE  &  HERBAL  MEDICINES,  ACUPUNCTURE  &  MASSAGE 


YOGA  for  PEOPLE  of  SIZE 

by  Tish  Parmeley 

Open  the  pages  of  a  book  or  magazine  on  yoga  and  you'll  see  sinewy  bodies  in 
seemingly  perfect  balance;  but  if  you  walk  into  one  of  the  Yoga  for  Large  Men  and 
Women  classes  taught  by  Sally  Pugh,  you  will  see  bodies  of  substance  in  postures  of 
grace. 

Sally  has  been  teaching  yoga  to  ‘men  and  women  of  size’  in  the  Bay  Area  for  some 
time  now.  In  the  Fat  Community,  she  is  known  for  creating  a  space  where  people  can 
learn  to  do  yoga  postures  in  a  manner  that  suits  their  bodies.  She  will  adapt  a  pose,  find  a 
way  to  use  chairs,  pillows  and  yoga  straps;  even  the  wall  becomes  a  support  for  a  person 
trying  to  get  the  stretch  for  tense  muscles  and  ligaments.  She  does  not  focus  on  an  idea 
of  the  right  way  to  do  the  pose:  instead,  she  focuses  on  how  the  pose  feels  to  the 
individual. 

We  are  living  in  a  maelstrom  of  fat  phobia.  Obesity  has  been  declared  an  epidemic 
and  the  list  of  illnesses  associated  with  weight  is  long.  Many  of  those  health  issues  can 
be  mediated  by  yoga.  Yoga  practice  has  been  credited  with  helping  people  to  achieve 
healthy  blood  pressure,  cardiovascular  efficiency  and  tlie  ability  to  maintain  healthy 
levels  of  cholesterol  and  blood  sugar.  Flexibility  improves,  mobility  increases,  and, 
maybe  more  importantly,  yoga  fosters  a  connection  between  the  spirit,  mind  and  body. 
For  fat  people,  who  may  have  been  in  a  lifelong  struggle  with  their  bodies,  yoga  can  be  a 
way  to  reconnect. 

In  class,  Sally  guides  tlie  group  into  a  yoga  posture,  prompting  the  breatli  and  the 
reach  of  limbs.  She  may  go  to  an  individual  class  member  and  adjust  tlie  arc  of  an  arm  or 
touch  the  tension  in  a  shoulder.  She  notices  a  tendency  to  lock  a  knee  and  reminds  tlie 
person  to  relax.  Fat  people  sometimes  feel  invisible.  Sally's  attention  to  detail  and 
personable  maimer  create  an  atmosphere  of  dignity.  She  will  often  comment  on  how 
beautiful  the  class  looks. 

In  tree  pose  there  is  balance.  In  warrior  pose  there  is  strength.  In  every  pose,  there  is 
something  to  learn  about  a  way  to  be  in  your  body:  lessons  that  people  of  size  can  carry 
into  a  problematic  world,  about  balance  which  looks  good  on  tliem. 

For  information  about  Sally's  classes,  visit  http://sallvpuslL  ore  or  call  (SIO)  524-3832.  She 
currently  offers  classes  on  Wednesdays  from  llamrl2:30pm  at  the  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  located  at  455  Valencia  Street  @15P  St  (415)861-4964. 


Dear  Curandera,  My  husband  has 
developed  a  severe  problem  with  his  legs, 
making  it  difficult  for  him  to  walk,  and 
the  doctors  aren’t  sure  what  it  is.  What 
can  we  do  to  get  a  healing? 

~JJ 

Dear  JJ, 

I  have  a  strong  feeling  that  your 
husband  will  have  a  partial  or  complete 
recovery  if  he  does  a  novena  to  St. 
Servatus,  who  is  a  very  strong  advocate 
concerning  feet  and  leg  problems. 
Burn  white  candles  every  day  for  9 
days. 

—Rez 


jcond  letter) 

ar  Curandera,  Do  we  have  to  bum  tlie 
idles  24/7?  Even  though  our  counters 
:  granite.  I’m  afraid  of  fire.-JJ 
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.Vi-  at  a  location  near-you..,  •  loi-r*..? 


Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Universal  Electric:  1 551  Clement  at  1 7th  Ave. 
Standard  Plumbing:  101 9  Clennent  at  1 1th  Ave. 


Civic  Center  &  Hayes  Valley 
Dept,  of  the  Environment,  EcoCenter: 

1 1  Grove  at  Market  St. 


Cupid’s  Big  Day 


Russian  Hill/Nob  Hill/  Tenderloin 
Brownie's  Hardwore:  1563  Polk  at  Sacran>ento  St. 
Cole  Hardware:  2254  Polk  St.  at  Green  St. 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Cole  Hardware:  33 1 2  Mission  at  29th  St. 

Haight  &  Cole  Valley 

Cole  Hardware:  956  Cole  at  Pomassus  Ave. 

Roberts  Hardware:  1 629  Haight  at  Clayton  St. 

Castro  &  Noe  Valley 

Ace  Handyman:  2075  Market  ot  14th  St. 


Potrero  Hill/SOMA/  Mission  Bay 
Appliance  Sales:  840  Folsom  at  4lh  St. 

Cole  Hardware:  70  4th  St.  at  Mission  St. 

Rainbow  Grocery:  1745  Folsom  at  Division  St. 

Poiiola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

SF  Recycling  &  Disposal:  501  Tunnel  at  Recycle  Rd. 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Fireside  Camera:  2117  Chestnut  St.  at  Steiner  St. 

Fredericksen  Hardware:  3029  Fillmore  at  Union  St. 

Downtown  /  Chinatown 


I  got  the  call  from  the  big  office.  Well,  my  secretary  got  it.  I  was  out.  When 
I  got  back,  she  was  out.  But  she  left  me  a  memo.  Sally  and  her  crappy  chicken- 
scratch  I’d  learned  to  decode  over  the  years.  The  memo  said:  “Stanley,  standing 
outside  her  door,  feeling  forlorn,  feeling  stupid,  guilty,  ugly,  embarrassed,  hard  up, 
pent  up,  stupid,  forlorn.  Tracy,  sitting  inside  her  apartment,  in  her  bed,  rolled  up  in 
the  covers,  hung-over,  depressed  and  bored.”  LOVE!  I  said  to  myself.  Their  love 
anyway,  a  Journey  song.  I  bet  they  met  at  a  bar.  After  closing!  Well  where  do  you 
meet  in  the  city,  when  you’re  young?  They  met  at  a  bar,  they  had  drinks,  she  made 
handbags  and  sold  them  on  the  Internet.  He  was  in  a  band.  She  was  dating  somebody. 
She  had  lived  in  many  cities;  Chicago,  D.C.,  Philadelphia,  Austin.  He  had  a  day  job 
doing  something  for  somebody.  And  two  years  later  it  was  not  much  different. 
Stanley,  34,  so  tired  of  dating;  Tracy,  36,  tired  of  Stanley. 


In  the  Mission  with  a  Mission 

Do  you  have  some  college  credits?  Would  you  like  to  change  your 
life  using  prior  life  experiences  to  complete  your  college  degree? 

Consider  New  College’s  BA  Completion  Programs  and  finish  your 
degree  in  as  little  as  one  year. 


d  One  pier  Mji  nth  orDay/^vehli 
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/  Our  home.  Our  cify.  Owi  planil. 


For  more  information  about  FREE  hazardous  waste  disposal, 
log  on  to  sfenvironment.com  or  call  us  at  41 5.355.3700. 


For  more  information  about  waste  prevention,  please  call  or  visit  our  website. 


SF  Environment 


Our  Kemo.  Our  city.  Our  planet. 

SfErrvironrYseni.com  •  415.355.3700 


On  the  phone,  she  wanted  it  to  always  be  like  this; 

Stanley:  Hey. 

Tracy:  Hi! 

Stanley:  Hey,  that  thing  you  mentioned  the  other  night  at  the  party,  when  you  were 
talking  to  Karen,  that  thing  about  primary  colors  and  Mondrian  and  Pollack  and 
butterflies  and  all  that?  You  have  to  explain  that  to  me  again.  That  was  interesting! 
Tracy:  OK. 

Stanley:  Hey,  did  you  get  those  flowers? 

Tracy;  Yeah,  thanks. 

Stanley:  How  are  you  doing  with  your  mother?  Is  she  still  pissing  you  off? 

Tracy:  No,  it’s  all  better. 

Stanley;  You  really  looked  beautiful  the  other  night. 


And  he  wanted  it  to  be  like  tliis; 
Stanley;  Hey. 

Tracy:  What? 

(continued  on  next  page) 


Financial  District 

Financial  District  Ace  Hardware 
140  Pine  Si. at  Front  St. 


Camera  Express:  625  Grant  at  Caiik>mia  St. 
CKarit/  Cultural  Services  Center: 

827  Stockton  at  Sacramento  St. 


Household  Batteries  can  also  be  dropped  off  at  all  49  Walgreens  Stores. 
Call  1-800-WALGREENS  for  a  store  near  you! 


You  can  save  money  and  the  environment 
by  doing  what  your  Grandmother  always  did. 


Use  Reusable  plates,  cups,  utensils  AND  CLOTH  NAPKINS 

No  plastics  sent  to  the  landfill;  no  trees  cut  down  (or  paper  plates.  And 
your  food  will  look  more  elegant! 


Donate  leftover  food  to: 

Food  Runner  (415)  929-1866  (for  cooked  food),  or 
SF  Food  Bonk  (415)  282-1900  (for  uncooked  food) 


B.B.Q.  season  is  here! 


ENJOY  AN 

ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY 

BBQ  &  Save  SMONEYS 
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(Continued  from  previous  page) 

Stanley:  What  are  you  doing  right  now? 
Tracy:  Lying  down.  Do  you  wanna 
come  over? 

Stanley:  Yeali?  I  kinda  wanna.  I  mean,  do 
you  mind  if  we,  uh... 

Tracy:  What,  baby? 

Stanley:  Maybe  get  a  little  nasty? 

Tracy:  Like  what? 

Stanley:  Little  of  this,  little  of  that. 

Tracy:  Really?  1  want  you  to.  Wliere  are 
you? 

Stanley:  In  a  payphone  across  the  street. 
Tracy:  Come  over. 

Stanley:  OK. 

But  really  it  was  always  like  this: 

Stanley:  Hey. 

Tracy:  Hey. 

Stanley:  What’s  up? 

Tracy:  Nothing 
Stanley:  Where  are  you? 

Tracy:  Home. 

Stanley:  What  are  you  doing? 

Tracy:  Nothing. 

Stanley:  Do  you  waima  hang  out  tonight? 
Tracy:  I  guess  so. 

Stanley:  I  gotta  do  some  stuff.  I  can  get 
there  around  10. 

Tracy:  I  might  be  asleep. 

Oh  boy,  Stanley  and  Tracy,  I’ve  seen 
harder  jobs,  but  still,  this  was  gonna  take 
so  much  work  to  make  it  happen.  I  caught 
the  cab  from  my  office  on  S*  and 
Townsend  over  to  Shotwell  and  25'*’^: 
That’s  where  Tracy  lives;  that’s  where 
Stanley  is  standing  on  her  stoop.  $12,  with 
a  decent  tip!  I  go  over  there,  I  tell  the 
cabbie  to  idle.  I  wait  in  the  back  seat.  I  get 
in  position,  there  in  the  back  seat,  I  take 
aim.  I  get  a  clear  sight  into  Stanley’s  back 
and  I  let  an  arrow  go.  Direct  hit!  Hits  him 
right  in  the  back  of  the  left  shoulder, 
pushes  him  forward,  right  into  her 
doorbell.  I  get  ready.  Over  his  shoulder  I 
can  just  see  the  threshold  where  she’s 
gonna  open  the  door.  I’ve  done  this  move 
before.  She  opens  the  door.  I  can  hear 
their  conversation —  me,  with  the  super 
hearing —  he  stutters  and  shuffles  about 
and  says,  “Ahem,  hi”...  I  hit  him  again, 
with  another  arrow.  It  kicks  him  into 
action:  “I  love  you,”  he  blurts  out.  Her 
eyes  light  up.  I  can  see  her.  I’m  thinking 
I’m  done,  at  this  point.  Then  I  see  her  eyes 
narrow.  It’s  just  rarely  that  easy.  It  takes 
more  work.  I  never  get  out  that  fast  unless 
the  people  really,  really  want  it.  If  they 
really,  really  want  it,  I  don’t  have  to  do 
any  work  at  all.  A  couple  times  I  haven’t 
even  showed  up.  There  was  a  couple 
down  on  Alabama  and  20*.  They  diii’t 
need  my  help,  they  were  so  in  love.  I  got  a 
call  to  help  things  along,  I  called  the  cab,  I 
got  my  bow,  but  when  I  drove  by  I  could 
see  they  didn’t  need  me,  I  went  to  the 
track,  lost  half  of  my  wallet  on  a  trifecta, 
made  half  back  and  then  lost  again  on 
Baze.  I  told  work  that  the  couple  was  a 
long,  hard  battle,  that  it  took  me  a  few 
hours,  arrow  after  arrow  after  arrow...  I 
guess  they  bought  it.  They  never  asked 
me.  That  wasn’t  the  first  time  I’ve  lied 
and  gone  to  the  track. 

But  now  these  two,  these  were  hard!  I 
just  kept  hitting  him  on  the  back  with  the 
arrows.  Every  time  I  hit  Stanley, 
something  came  blurting  out:  “I  love 
you.”  “I  need  you.”  “I  don’t  wanna  fight.” 
“I’m  sorry.”  “I’d  like  to  make  a  change.” 
All  the  classics.  The  classics  work! 
There’s  rarely  any  reason  to  go  outside  the 
classics.  Pretty  soon  the  girl,  Tracy, 
walked  out  onto  the  stoop  with  him.  This 
was  good  and  bad:  bad  ‘cause  it  meant  she 
wanted  to  hear  more,  she  wasn’t  just 
gonna  let  him  inside;  good  because  now  1 
had  a  clear  shot  at  both  of  them.  I  could 
keep  hitting  them  ‘til  they  blurted  out  all 
the  words  they  needed  to  say.  Like  I  said, 
all  the  classics.  That’s  what  it  came  down 
to  at  this  point;  words.  I  pelted  them  all 
afternoon,  hammering  away  on  both  of 
them.  They  needed  it.  Yeesh,  Stanley  and 
Tracy!  I  almost  had  to  go  outside  the 
classics.  That’s  not  my  thing.  I’m  known 
for  staying  inside. 
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